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Hello… and welcome …

To issue 38 and what an issue we have for you!! 

Exclusive!! Dave Levy returns and this time he talks from 
the heart on a few subjects that he is very very passionate 
about!! This is a must read for anyone!!

Articles!! Scott Grant, Gary Lowe, Andrew Murray and many 
others continue to bring you tales from the bank with some 
very enjoyable reading.

Carping Mad!! We bring you the next chapter from Mike Spug 
Redferns SOLD OUT book Carping Mad volume1.

Catch Reports!! Our catch reports from around the country 
show that a lot of the bigger fish are waking up right now!! 

Catch of the month!! Prizes from Rod Hutchinson for the 
catch of the month… is it you?

Competition!! Vader Baits give you the chance to win a bait 
package on their catch report pages… 

So much packed into your favourite online magazine!

Remember… its fishing licence time. Make sure you renew 
yours!! 

Keep those emails and catch reports coming in folks….

brian.dixon@talkingcarp.co.uk
buggy@talkingcarp.co.uk

Team Talking Carp
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A Chat with...
 Mr. Dave Levy 

(this time…its personal!!)
After our last chat with Mr. Dave Levy, and a further meeting 
it quickly became apparent that Mr. Levy is extremely 
passionate about the sport he holds so dearly to his heart... 
a real old school angler with a deep-seated code of old 
school ethics so we decided to take a sharp stick and poke 
the bear a bit.

Will the real Dave Levy 
Please stand up…?

Welcome back Dave and thank you for joining us and 
allowing us to spend a bit more time with you.

1) We are going to look at some of the topics that seem to 
split the carping nation very quickly…. and top of that list 
has to be big carp, in particular big carp in the UK. We have 
seen the British Record rocked a few times now and claims 
for the record denied due mainly to the history of these fish. 
What are your thoughts on these fish? And how long can the 
current British record last? Maybe it’s time the carp records 
are abolished?

A chat with ...
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Firstly, Hello to everyone reading this, hang on this is going to 
be a bumpy ride as Brian has only gone and pressed the RED 
button! 

Right! There’s a very good reason these carp records have been 
knocked back and that’s because they are large illegal imports 
that have made their way into our Country with no paperwork 
to show Health checks, but this is just one of the issues these 
illegal imports bring, they endanger our existing fish stocks 
and this has been proved on many occasions over the past 15 
years. If this isn’t enough of a reason, then the fact that when 
these poor carp are discovered at customs they are killed 
normally with poison or sometimes just left to die on the floor!

And these people love carp! These carp are brought over to 
catch the anglers not the other way around. I listened to a 
pod cast with one such fishery owner and if the guy doing the 
interview had taken his head of the lake owners’ arse for one 
second and put him on the spot with the facts, I’d have had a 
lot more respect for him. 

Should way abolish the carp record? Are you actually mad! 

No, what we should do is hold the fishery owners who import 
these fish illegally responsible and give them massive fines or 
better still just poison them! They get a poor naive angler to 
claim these Records on their behalf! 

Dave Levy
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We have a good carp fishing history in the UK with carp that 
are legends to us, fish like Clarissa, The Bishop, Mary and 
more recently Two Tone then The Parrot, these are all carp 
we as anglers have read about getting bigger then creating 
history, carp we aspire to catch. Why would you want some big 
pale illegal import that’s been swimming round a lake for five 
minutes taking these historic carp away! No one surely wants 
that! 

Now I’m not knocking importing carp with the correct 
paperwork at low weights that can grow in this country 
creating a trail of history although we have so many brilliant 
fish farms why would you. It’s the readymade records that I 
hate. So many want it all to be easy these days, it’s almost like 
dieting, People want a quick fix pill to success but in truth you 
get the best out of life from hard work. 

I don’t look down on the anglers who fish for these carp 
as fishing is 
something 
different to 
everyone so good 
luck to them but 
the fishery owners 
who do it, I hope 
it comes back to 
bite you in the 
a**e. And breath!!

A chat with ...
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2) Another subject that seems to have raised its head lately 
is how social media seems to be taking over the sport. Gone 
are the days when we had to look on Ordnance Survey maps 
for lakes and ponds and go knocking on farmers doors, 
as now we simply log into the likes of Facebook and ask 
a question about a particular water and you can get all the 
information within seconds. And whilst social media can 
provide a great learning tool and a fantastic community, it 
seems to have taken away all the old school mystery and 
learning which is surely a rite of passage into the carp 
fishing world.

To be fair social media is really a sign of the times. You have 
FB fishermen who watch other anglers’ pages just to see what’s 
coming out on their lake but remember this is a two-way street 
so if you don’t want them knowing what you’re up to then 
don’t put it up! 

The down side is the haters that spend their time putting 
people down or constantly knocking stuff, but these sad 
individuals really should take a long hard look at themselves 
and maybe stop frapping over their blow-up sheep and get 
out from behind their key boards and do some face to face 
socialising! 

Actually, there’s nothing wrong with blow up sheep, I once had 
one called Sue! lol  

Dave Levy
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3) Which brings us nicely into the next subject... A question 
that we get asked at the magazine, and we know most high-
profile anglers like yourself get asked a lot... “How does 
someone become a sponsored angler?” Most seem to be 
under the illusion that this sport is full of sponsored anglers, 
and instant superstars, whereas the actual truth is far from 
that isn’t it?

There is no fast track in my opinion, and yes, I get asked a 
lot about how to become sponsored angler. Mostly by young 
anglers, there’s nothing wrong with chasing dreams and 
inspiring to be someone in the hobby or sport you love but 
you can’t be an instant expert in anything. It will takes years of 
learning your craft, dedication sacrifice and practice before

A chat with ...
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someone will take you seriously. I was carp fishing 17 years 
before doors started to open and I’ve never chased one sponsor 
they have come to me because I’ve let my angling do the 
talking. 

My advice to anyone who wants to become a high-profile 
angler is to go fishing and enjoy it, share your catches on any 
platform you can, for me that was Carp Talk and magazine 
articles but these days that would be social media and Youtube 
as times have changed, so you move with them or get left 
behind. 

A young angler came up 
to me the other week, 
really nice lad said he’d 
joined a big company and 
they had promised to do 
loads for him and they 
weren’t do a thing. When 
I asked what he done he 
said sent catch reports. 
That’s simply not enough, 
send them your captures 
but if you want to go 
somewhere then you have 
to be prepared to work 
hard, learn photography, 
videography get good at

Dave Levy
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them and put out your own content, be in control of your 
own profile get your own followers, then these companies will 
really want you as your working at it. No one is ever going to 
do your job for you. 

Catching the carp is the fun bit. Listen it’s not for everyone 
but I like my job, my office is the outdoors, but it’s taken a lot 
to get here and I’ve never lost site of the fact is I just love my 
fishing.

4) As an old school angler, you surely have seen some 
major changes along the banks of the lakes... gone are the 
days of hanging out of trees and poking rods through the

A chat with ...
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bushes, sitting for hours, or sometimes days on end without 
a soul in sight, and sometimes the whole lake to yourself. 
Occasionally someone may pass by and stop for a quiet chat 
if the angler was open to do so... the old code of a bivvy door 
down, or someone up in a tree meant silence, or please pass 
by, seems to have disappeared... and bankside etiquette 
simply doesn’t hold the same meaning anymore. Is bankside 
etiquette a thing of the past?

Oh s**t! Now you’ve got me started! Etiquette! It’s almost a 
forgotten word. Let’s put a few things down as rules!

1. If a guys getting he’s rods out leave him alone to do it. 

2. Asking how many wraps an angler is fishing so you know 
he’s spots! Stop it!

3. What bait you on! Listen d**k head I’m going to lie! It’s 
like asking a woman her age! Don’t do it.

4. Standing in someone’s swim you don’t know for more than 
an hour is over kill! Please withdraw yourself! I once had a guy 
in my swim for three hours, he left and said see you tomorrow 
so the next day before he turned up, I’d pooped in a pot noodle 
pot. (T.C poop noodle Dave??) He turned up and I said would 
you like something to eat, he said yes please so I offered it to 
him. Never saw him again. “just saying” lol 

Dave Levy
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5. Going in a swim because you know someone has been 
doing well or baiting it. If you do this, you’re a grade one 
noddy!

Look jokes aside it cost nothing to be polite, I’ll always make a 
cuppa and have a chin wag within reason. 

We all fish to get away from stress not create it so show your 
fellow anglers respect.

A chat with ...
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5) One argument we see going on an awful lot at the 
moment is the dropping of leads on every take, and 
sometimes that’s taken to the extreme of fishing braided 
mainlines fished bow tight to snags with very heavy leads 
which will drop at the hint of a take... But even then, the odds 
of landing the fish are slim. Would you agree or disagree that 
this is taking things too far? 

There’s two subjects there so let’s talk dropping leads. 

I for one do not drop my leads every fish, if I’m on a runs water 
catching 20 fish a day and there no weed, I don’t want to lose 
all them leads! Not to mention the cost. 
Even if I’m fishing for big carp If there’s no weed my lead stays 
on. I mostly use a helicopter rig so It’s easy to set it up safely. 
These tackle companies who have gone on about losing leads 
are taking anglers for fools, its simple common sense. If there 
is weed losing a lead will give you a much better chance of 
landing the carp 
because of the direct 
contact, leaving lake 
beds littered with 
leads isn’t a good 
thing for us to be 
promoting. We need 
to fish safely that 
the most important 
thing. 

Dave Levy
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6) Now then... technology... obviously carp fishing has 
come a long, long way in recent years, from open bail arms 
and bobbins made from a cotton spool, a hairclip and a 
knitting needle to run up on, to the first electronic alarms, up 
to today’s all singing and all dancing alarms with receivers, 
to underwater cameras to sonar systems that can be cast 
out to see every detail of your chosen swim and now right 
through to actual drones being used on lakes to find the 
fish... How would you feel to be sat in a swim and a drone 
starts hovering above your spots and buzzing around your 
lake?

Well you can imagine my reaction to a drone over my spot 
when I don’t like being asked how many wraps, I’m fishing lol.
 
Look I’m not against technology I’ve had a play round with 
a sonar a few times and its interesting, but the signal kept 
cutting out and if I had paid £200 for it would have been 
fuming, lucky it was sent to me to try.   Bait boats are ok its 
normally the people driving them that are the problem, I can 
take or leave them. Things have changed a lot and mostly for 
the better as we’ve never had it so good. 

Being old school seems to have become fashionable of late but 
remember you can buy SS 3000 all make your photos so dark 
we can barely see the fish but you’re only old school if your old 
school and most are now to young but never too young to take 
some of them old school morals of respect and etiquette.

A chat with ...
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Just to finish off Dave… a quickfire round for you

a) Woodcarving common or chestnut mirror?   Mirror
b) Barbed or barbless?   Barbed.
c) Coffee or tea?   Tea.
d) Private estate lake or big pit?   Big pit.
e) Porridge or bacon butty on the bank?   Bacon butty.

As a finish, I’m often not right in fact I get it wrong a fair bit,
but I’m always learning which means I’m growing as an angler 
even as a person. 
Whatever you set you sights on go for it, don’t let anyone tell 
you it can’t be done. I’ve been told many times that what I’m 
trying to do can’t be done. Normally it’s the people closest to 
you who worry your let yourself down, but I’ve never doubted 
myself and nor should 
you. 
Best of luck 

Dave.
So, there we have it folks, 
the gospel according to 
Dave Levy. Not one to 
mince his words but a 
man of such passion for 
his sport, its admirable.
Thanks for joining us, and we look forward to the next chat.

Dave Levy
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Rob Hughes

Changing of the Colours part 2 
by 

Scott Geezer Grant
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Third Session

Once back at work I 
looked at my rota and 
managed to book 2 
days holiday that way 
I could fish from the 
Sunday afternoon for 3 
nights. I do like fishing 
for 2-3 nights at a time 
as one night is just not 
enough for me, and 
because of my job 
there’s no way I could 
ever do overnighters!!! 

Hats off to all the 
anglers that do them, 
but for me it’s a no go. 
Steve’s cousin Nick 
had been fishing 
the weekends on 
Churchwood as he 
wanted to catch a 
few of the A Team 
members he hadn’t 
caught from there.
It’s a real gruella on 
there and I know I’ve 
been through it, but 
with the current milder 
temperatures maybe 
the fish would be up for 
it but only time would 
tell.

As usual I called Steve 
the week before to get 
an update on what had 
been out, and he said 
nothing but there is a 
couple of anglers on 
Jenkins the weekend 
and will be coming off 
Sunday.

Perfect I would be 
going on there Sunday, 
so I planned to head 
down in the afternoon.
I arrived just after 
12:00 o’clock and 
the two anglers had 
packed most of their 
gear away with only 
their rods out.
I had a chat with them 
and asked if anything 
had been out and to 
my surprise they said 
no!! 

Had the fish finally shut 
up shop? I was hoping 
not as I had 3 nights in 
front of me. 

With the anglers all 
packed up they said 
their goodbyes and 
I went about getting 
everything sorted. It 

was nice to just take 
my time as it wasn’t 
going to get dark for 
another 3hrs.
Nick had fished 
the weekend on 
Churchwood, but he 
also had no action. 
Nick has been visiting 
the lake on a regular 
bassis keeping the 
food going in and for 
all his efforts sooner 
or later it will definitely 
pay off, it’s just a 
matter of time. 

After a few cups of 
tea, it was time for 
the rods to be sorted, 
everything else was 
done.

Looking back over 
my previous sessions 
I made the decision 
to fish the Fluro pink 
on all rods, bit bold I 
know but I had a good 
feeling. I had even 
made a trip down to 
the bait factory to get 
some more of Galaxy’s 
finest.

Scott Grant
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A fish showed out 
in deeper water, so 
I decided to fish all 
3 rods short of the 
original areas in 8ft of 
water.

If the fish are shoaling 
up it shouldn’t take 
long to nail one. I had 
already made my mind 
up that if by morning 
nothing happened, I 
would revert back to 
my original areas.  
Well the night passed 
with no action, I was up 
before sunrise looking 
and listening and the 
only fish, I saw was 
behind the pump which 
is a definite no go area. 
I got the customary 
text from Steve which I 
replied blankety blank 
but never say never as 
there’s 2 nights to go.
Around 10:00 o’clock 
I wound all the rods 
in, new rigs were put 
on along with the 
Fluro pinks in Nut Job 
flavour.

With the rods back 
on their original spots 

and with plenty of bait 
surely it was just a 
matter of time. The 
weather had taken 
a turn for the worse, 
it was now raining 
hard with a daytime 
temperature of 6oc.
I know the fish seem 
to like the rain here, 
so I made sure I had 
a waterproof jacket 
on as I didn’t want to 
get caught out like 
last time and end up 
soaked to the skin.

It rained on and off 
for the whole day and 
at times really heavy, 
and there wasn’t one 
puddle around my 

bivvy.
An early night was in 
order after a pukka 
home cooked meal but 
like always I was up in 
the middle of the night 
busting for a p**s!!!

 I swear one day I will 
actually p**s my bed!!! 
I’m sure all anglers 
go through the same 
thing. 
Tuesday morning the 
alarm went off and 
I was up and ready 
to go before the sun 
came up, I know from 
previous sessions that 
this is a good time to 
get a take and I wanted 
to be prepared.

Changing of the colours Pt2
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It’s quite bizarre as just 
as it started getting 
light the right-hand 
rod gave out a couple 
of bleeps, it made me 
jump!!! 

I stood next to the rod 
the line was a little 
slack and as the line 
twitched I lifted the rod 
and the fish was on, 
it was a dogged fight 
the fish tried in vain to 
get around the pump 
but after holding on for 
dear life I managed to 
turn the fish out into 
open water and after 
a further few minutes I 
managed to 
get her into 
the waiting 
net.
As soon as 
I got the fish 
on the mat, 
I recognised 
it as “Zara’s 
Fish” a really 
old warrior 
and one I 
wanted to 
catch.
The fish was 
named after 

Steve’s daughter when 
he first bought the 
property back in 2004.

The fish was put in the 
retainer whilst I called 
Steve and for the fish 
to recoup after the 
fight.

Steve came straight 
down and was pleased 
I had caught her and 
that she was still 
in great condition, 
(especially as the fish 
is over 40 years old). 
On the scales she 
went 22lb 6oz but to be 
honest the weight was 

totally irrelevant. 

With the photos done 
she was returned, 
and the rod was put 
back out on the spot, 
the pink Fluro’s are 
definitely doing the do.
I made us both a 
cup of tea and Steve 
stayed for a while 
chatting, some of the 
places he has fished is 
mind blowing not only 
that he’s a good angler 
who knows his stuff, it’s 
not all about a pound 
note with him, he is just 
a really nice guy who 
loves nothing more 

then anglers 
catching 
his babies 
and treating 
them with the 
respect they 
deserve.
After an hour 
or so Steve 
left and he 
must have 
only just 
got into his 
house when 
the same rod 
was away

Scott Grant
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again this time the 
fish kited left straight 
into open water which 
made it a lot easier 
and after only a few 
minutes a small mirror 
was in the net.

It was a stockie of 
16lb, but I didn’t care 
the small changes had 
definitely paid off and 
this was now my 5th 
fish and I was yet to 
blank so I was more 
than happy.
This was my 3rd fish 
on the Fluro pink so 
when I return, I already 
know what colour pop 
ups I’m going to start 
with.

Later in the evening 
the rain was back 
again heavy as well 
and rained until the 
early hours, come 
morning and it felt a 
lot warmer there was 
now a southernly wind 
blowing which made a 
nice change from the 
cold winds of late.
As always it was now 
time to pack up and 
head home, I took my 
time in the hope that 
another fish would slip 
up, but hey ho that 
wasn’t to be.
It would be another 
couple of weeks before 
I could get down, so I 

sprinkled a 
few kilos of 
mixed Nut 
Job boilies 
over the 
areas just 
to keep the 
fish feeding.
I know Nick 
maybe 
doing a 
couple 
of day 
sessions 

over the Christmas 
period but for me it’s 
back to work until the 
start of the new year.

Fourth Session

The Christmas period 
was now upon us 
and for me I was 
working and finished 
my last shift at 01:30 
Christmas morning.
I had Christmas Day 
and Boxing Day off and 
spent this time with 
my family Christmas 
is such a special time 
and should always be 
spent with the ones 
you love. 

I was back to work on 
the Thursday, and I 
was working up until 
New Year’s Eve.
As the start of the year 
is always quiet and 
one of my colleagues 
had New Year’s Eve 
off, I decided to book 3 
days holiday as I was 
chomping at the bit to 
get back over the lake.

Changing of the colours Pt 2 
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Steve’s cousin Nick 
fished the weekend 
between Christmas 
and New Year fishing 
Day sessions only and 
managed to catch a 
couple.

He banked lovely dark 
mirrors of 20lb 4oz 
along with another 
mirror of 21lb 8oz on 
the Saturday whilst 
there was a clay 
shoot going on and, 
on the Sunday, 
he managed 
another fish a 
23lb ghostie.

The fish were 
still feeding on 
the spots which 
is encouraging 
as long as the 
bait keeps going 

in, they should keep on 
feeding.
Steve called me New 
Year’s Eve and said 
I could get down 
anytime on New Year’s 
Day as only Helen 
would be fishing for a 
few hours. 

For me normally every 
New Year’s Eve I’m 
working the night shift 
but this year I worked 
the early shift and after 

a very ordinary New 
Year’s Eve I was up 
bright and early New 
Year’s Day loading the 
car up.
I got to Steve’s house 
around 10:00 o’clock 
and once through the 
gate drove down to the 
lakes.
Steve and Helen were 
both sitting comfortably 
chatting and I could 
see the rods were out.
I wished them both a 

happy new year 
then stuck the 
kettle on. Steve 
was hoping that 
Helen would 
catch the first 
fish of 2019 and 
to be honest so 
was I. As we sat 
drinking our tea 
and chatting

Scott Grant
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Helens middle rod was 
away and she played 
the fish like a pro, I 
done the honours with 
the net and the fish 
was a cracker and 
definitely a 20lber.

Helen had a great big 
smile on her face and 
when the fish was 
lifted up on the scales 
Steve read a weight 
out of 22lb exactly, it 
was a new personal 
best for Helen and the 
first fish of 2019. The 
fish was an absolute 
cracker, and as you 
can see in the photo, 
they didn’t leave one 
of their beloved dogs 

out Kuma (Steve’s 
shadow).

In memory of the terrier 
they lost last year due 
to old age the fish was 
named “Raki” what a 
great tribute to a very 
loved dog.

Now I was itching 
to get the rods out 
and after Helen had 
another cup of tea, 
she said “that’s it I’m 
winding the rods in I’ve 
got lots to do”. Music to 
my ears I thought I was 
going to be sitting here 
all day waiting to get 
into the swim.

I started getting the 
gear from the car. I 
checked the weather 
app and it stated no 
rain however like 
always whoever 
updates the weather 
app gets it wrong!!!

I had just managed 
to get the bivvy up 
and it started raining, 
only light mind you 
so it wasn’t that big a 
deal I just gets p****d 
off that the app is 
always wrong!! The 
temperature however 
was mild with 10oc in 
the daytime and only 
slightly lower for the 
night. However, it was 
going to get a lot colder 
as the week goes on. 

With everything sorted 
I sat down for a nice 
cuppa before the rods 
were going out. I fished 
the rods in the same 
areas as previously 
keeping the Fluro pink 
Nut Job pop ups on 
all rods as they have 
outshone the other

Changing of the colours Pt 2 
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colours over the 
previous trips.
As always, the boat 
was loaded with 
crumbed boilies, whole 
boilies of mixed sizes, 
matching pellet and 
HOB chilli maize/hemp. 

Now it was a case of 
sitting and waiting, just 
before it got dark a real 
dark mirror popped 
its head out just to 
the right of where my 
right-hand rod was, so 
things were definitely 
looking good. 

I had a lovely meal 
(well heated up in the 
microwave) then spent 
the rest of the night 
watching Netflix on my 
iPad.

It got to midnight and 
I decided to try and 
get some sleep, Nick 
was due down in the 
morning and he was 
going to fish a few 
nights on Churchwood.
I woke up early as I 
always do when I’m 
fishing, and the first 

thing was to get the 
kettle on then empty 
the bladder.

I could feel the 
temperature had 
dropped and the 
forecast for today 
wasn’t good with 6oc 
in the day and 1oc at 
night that’s a massive 
change since I got here 
yesterday.
I got washed and 
dressed and put the 
kettle on for another 
brew, as I stood by 
the rods watching the 
water the right hand 
rod gave a bleep, 
I looked at the line 
and it was slack then 

it started to tighten, 
I lifted the rod and 
connected with the 
fish, I knew from the 
onset it was a goodun 
and the fish put up 
a great account of 
itself and after 5 or so 
minutes I slid the net 
under a large common. 
I was ecstatic and I felt 
the pressure lift from 
my shoulders (as I 
would have never lived 
it down from Steve if I 
had blanked).
With the net secured 
I wet the sling and 
grabbed the scales, 
with everything zeroed 
I lifted the fish from the 
water on the scales

Scott Grant
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she went 27lb 8oz my 
biggest fish from the 
lake I was truly ecstatic 
and couldn’t stop 
smiling.

I gave Steve a call 
and he came down 
straight away and 
took awesome shots 
as always. The fish 
was absolutely in mint 
condition, even its 
mouth. 

With the photos 
complete the rod was 
re-baited and sent out 
to the same area.
I made me and Steve 
a cuppa then Nick 
appeared ready to start 
his first session of the 
year.

Nick was pleased that 
a couple of fish had 
come out already and 
I could see he was 
chomping at the bit to 
get his rods out. After a 
cuppa he gathered his 
gear and went down to 
his swim, I left him to it 
and just sat watching 
the water.

Later in the afternoon 
we had a social Nicks 
a great guy and a good 
angler, my Mrs had 
made us a lovely spicy 
chicken curry so dinner 
for tonight was sorted.

As the evening wore 
on the temperature 
dropped and it was 
cold, we were both 
wrapped up like a 
couple of mummies!!
When it got to be about 
1900, I heated the 
dinner up and even 
though it was cold the 
curry sure did warm us 
both up. 

We both retired to our 
bivvies, an hour or 
so later and it was so 
nice to get all warm 
and snug. Nick had a 
couple of walkie talkies 
so we could keep in 
touch if either of us 
needed anything or 
had a fish.

I went to sleep around 
2300 I felt knackered 
don’t ask me why as 
I had done fook all!!! 

Then at 0300 o’clock 
in the morning I woke 
up to the sound of a 
Chinese bloke talking 
utter s***e!!

I didn’t know where it 
was coming from then 
realised the battery 
was low on the walkie 
talkie which did make 
me laugh.

I jumped out for a leak 
then back in the bag to 
get a few hours kip.
I was woken again at 
just after 0600 o’clock 
with a couple of bleeps 
on the right-hand 
rod, well this got my 
attention as the fish 
are very finicky and a 
couple of bleeps could 
mean there’s a lump 
on the end trying to get 
rid of the hook.
I got out the bivvy and 
stood by the rod with 
my head-torch shinning 
on the rod tip the line 
was fairly slack and 
stayed that way, so 
after a few minutes it 
was back in the bivvy 
to get warm.

Changing of the colours Pt 2
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I must have drifted 
back to sleep and just 
after 0800 o’clock I 
woke to the sound of 
voices, it was Steve 
and Nick having a 
cuppa at the lodge.
I got up got dressed 
and joined them.
I told nick about the 
Chinese bloke shouting 
through the walkie 
talkie and he and 
Steve couldn’t stop 
laughing.

I was half way through 
my coffee when I got a 
couple of bleeps again 
on the right-hand rod, 
I immediately went to 
the rod and watched 
the line and as before 
it started to tighten, I 
lifted the rod and the 
fish was on.
Both nick and Steve 
couldn’t believe it and 
after a few minutes 
nick slid the net under 
a lovely scaley mirror.
Up on the scales she 

went 19lb 8oz and 
what a belter she was 
and it’s another known 
fish the “Snow Carp” 
also up in weight which 
is another good sign. 
Steve took cracking 
photos as always then 
she was returned.
The temperature 
was so much colder 
now than when I first 
arrived it was just 5oc 
and tonight’s forecast 
is going to be -1 so I 
don’t think the carp will 

Scott Grant
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be very active.

That evening myself 
and Nick enjoyed 
another lovely home 
cooked meal spaghetti 
carbonara followed 
by a lovely vanilla 
and caramelised 
almond latte, if you 
haven’t tried these yet 
I strongly suggest you 
do they are the nuts.
Friday morning saw 
me packing up and I 
left the lake around 
midday. Nick is still 
pursuing the gems of 
Churchwood and he’s 
very determined and 
that’s how you need 
to be, and the fish will 
come.

Looking back over the 
four sessions it was 
the simple changes 
that for me made all 
the difference. The 
first was the lead 
set up followed by 
the Changing of the 
Colours.

I could have just fished 
with white throughout, 

but would I have 
caught on every trip? 
I don’t think so to be 
honest and that’s why I 
changed.
Maybe try changing 
the colour on one rod 
through winter and see 
if the change works for 
you.

I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank 
Steve and Helen for 
allowing me to fish and 
the hospitality they 
showed, so thank you 
both.
If you would like to 
fish either Jenkins, 
Churchwood or 
the dedicated Cat 
Lake visit www.
churchwoodfisheries.
co.uk 
For bookings call 
Steve/Helen on 01277-
375499

If you would like to 
try the ready-made 
“Ronnie rigs” with the 
coloured kickers from 
sharp tackle visit their 
website for a pack of 4 

hooks its £2:99 which 
isn’t expensive at all.

I would like to 
thank the following 
companies for their 
products of which I use 
in my fishing.

www.galaxybaits.co.uk

www.sharptackle.co.uk

www.hookedonbaits.
co.uk 

If you’re out on the 
bank stay safe and 
remember its only 
fishing.
 
All the best

Geezer

Changing of the colours Pt 2
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The following morning, we were up 
early and started to get sorted, Clint 
sorted and the boat and electrics, 
while I mixed up the first batch of 
bait to go in. 

We had taken –
50k of Hybrid, 50k of Cell, 60k of 
prepared particles, 40k of Tigers. 
50k of Dried Hemp, 50k of dried 
Red Band, 6 large catering tins of 
sweetcorn and 25k of 8mm high oil 
Trout pellets. The info we had was 
that these were hungry fish and 
we were working on using 50-60k 
of bait per day. We had enough 
cooked particle for the first couple 
of days, and immediately got some 
bait soaking to keep topping this up. 
We had also been advised to take 
boilies that were not too fishmeal 
heavy due to the huge number of 
small cats in the lake. Whilst on the 
subject of bait, I first started using 
Mainline baits in the 
early 90’s, after spending 
a few using baits from 
different companies and 
also making my own in 
very large quantities. I 
started with the Grange, 
then the Active 8, Fusion 
etc. When I started 
fishing again, I picked 
up with Mainline straight 
away. It’s down to what 

you are confident in and I have 
always been confident with the bait 
they make. 

While I was sorting the bait out, 
Clint got the boat out and had a 
sail round checking for features to 
give us an idea of where to bait up. 
There was no doubt that there were 
a lot of carp in the shallows at the 
top of the lake, due to the time of 
year. And it was a tough decision to 
not set up on the carp that we saw 
there. What we wanted to do was 
set-up a baited area and hopefully 
draw the fish onto it and one that 
we could protect from other anglers. 
That was how I used to fish and had 
in the past proved very effective, 
Clint was of the same opinion. 
Apart from the far margin, where it 
shelved up there were not a lot of 
features in front of us. We opted to 
put a marker at 120 yards for our

Andrew Murray
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main baited spot, which we could 
both fish to and would look to 
find some spots up to and on the 
far margin for the other rods. We 
had been told we would have 100 
metres of bank space as ours to 
fish and we wanted to make sure 
no-one could encroach on this 
as the lake may get busier in the 
week, which it did big style! The 
Shallows got rammed! We were 
really glad we hadn’t set up there. 
There was some serious falling 
out between groups of anglers as 
the weekend approached, we had 
one small tiff with some German 
anglers 2 hundred metres to Clint’s 
left who thought his marker looked 
like a good spot to fish, a short and 
polite but hefty conversation sorted 
this out quite quickly. To be fair to 
Thomas the owner, he came along 
and had a word with them as well. 
Other than that, we were left alone.

The first dollop of bait went out 
from the dinghy, the idea was to 
bait up once or twice a day like 
this and then use the smaller boat 
to put the rods out with a couple 
of kilos of bait along with each 
hookbait. Clint had one of these 
all singing-all dancing boats from 
UK Bespoke Bait Boats. It proved 
well up to the hammering it got that 
week. You can see from the photo 
the bait mix we were using. Lots 
of bits and pieces, different tastes 
and textures, and lots of small 
seeds to keep fish grubbing around. 
It does take more effort making 
this up, but I feel it is well worth 
it when looking to set up a large 
baited area. So, part of each day 
was spent preparing bait to a high 
standard. I mean why go to all that 
expense and effort and then not 
take that bit of extra care with the 
most important bit? Which seems 
to be what a lot of anglers do at 

home and abroad, and 
it certainly seemed that 
was what others on the 
lake were doing, going 
to the fish and chucking 
boilies and tigers at the 
carp, been their only 
approach. So, we had 
one main baited area in 
the middle, with one rod 
each on it, and then the 
other rods

a Hungarian Adventure pt 2
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along the far margin. We would 
wait and see if the carp made up 
the final equation and show us 
any other spots to fish. In the bay 
opposite there was a large tree 
that had fallen straight out into the 
lake, this just screamed for a bit to 
be put at the end of this. What I did 
when baiting up, I baited up along 
the whole length of the tree and 
intended to fish the end of the tree. 
Clint found a spot along his side 
that shelved up into the shallows. 
What we did notice for the rest of 
the week was that everyone who 
set-up did exactly that, went straight 
across to the tree line and filled it in 
with Boilies and Tigers, and caught 
very little with that method, certainly 
as the week wore on, we would 
see the main baited area keep 
producing bites in numbers. 

So finally, by 4pm that day all the 
rods were in place, now to sit and 
watch. Do you remember what I 
said about being told what to take 
bait wise to avoid the small cats 
and Bream? Phah! It took just 20 
minutes before the first rod went 
off, attached was a small cat of 
about 3lbs. This was my furthest 
rod at 200 metres as well. As we 
found out over the rest of the week, 
the lake was stuffed with all sorts 
of species especially Bream and 

Small catfish. So, the rod went back 
out, after I had another couple of 
cats and a Bream, Clint started 
taking the mickey, calling me the 
pest controller, my reply to him was 
“he who laughs last, which certainly 
proved to be the case! He really got 
stuck into those Cats and Bream 
that week BIG STYLE! 

Anyway, by first light the following 
morning we didn’t have one rod 
left in the water, not because of 
carp though, it was the nuisance 
species, they were all over the 
bait. I think our heads went down a 
bit, certainly not the start we were 
expecting. We had a run up to the 
top of the lake, there were carp 
everywhere in the shallows. What 
to do? Stay put or move? Although 
I had left home 5 days ago, we 
had only fished for one night, 
come on guys… have a word with 
yourselves! Sort it out and stick to 
your plan! Once back in our swim 
we made up the next batch of bait 
and put it on our spots again. Once 
the bait was in, we had a trip to the 
shop, then started to put the rods 
out. This is where I made what 
turned out to be a very significant 
change, we had started with a 
variety of hookbaits, various pop-
ups and snowman set-ups, but all 
boilies.

Andrew Murray
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I changed all my set ups to Tigers, 
hoping to slow the nuisance fish 
down until the carp turned up, this 
turned out to be a great move. I 
had also been unsure what to do 
with my third rod the first night. 
Just I was getting ready to put it 
out again, a carp showed slightly 
to my right about 40 yards from 
the far bank, that will do, I thought 
to myself, so that’s where it went. 
Then one the tree and one on the 
baited area. An hour later the right 
hand rod rattled off, the result was 
a 30lb grass carp. This is more like 
it I thought to myself. Same rod out 
again, shortly after that the tree rod 
was away followed by the recently 
replaced rod. 

Now we are rocking. So, 3 30’S 
in two hours, we had a lot more 
confidence about the coming night 
now. Clint persevered with the boilie 
hookbaits and took over from me 
as pest controller, but he eventually 
made the change to tigers. I had 
two more runs than night, one carp 
coming adrift after a long battle 
in the margin. The other…a new 
PB Mirror at 54 lbs-yes! Just to 
expand on the PB. I could always 
catch numbers of carp, I think that’s 
why I did well in the matches. But 
very rarely caught the lakes bigger 
residents wherever I fished. My 
previous PB was set in 98 or so and 
was a mirror of 45lbs
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I just needed a good sized Common 
to come along now and beat my PB 
common as well. Which it promptly 
did the following night, a clonker 
of 46lbs. Every single fish was an 
arm aching battle, they did very little 
until about 20 yards out, then put up 
an epic fight, I tend to play fish quite 
hard, but I couldn’t hold them as 
they surged away from the net time 
after time, stripping line form the 
spools in the process.
All manner of fish had homed in on 
the baited area now, so it seemed 
that every time we put some more 
bait in, the smaller fish were straight 
on it until the carp turned up, we 

both ended up fishing 2 rods each 
on the baited area. There were 
definitely more carp coming down 
this middle line as the week wore 
on, they were certainly responding 
to the baiting approach. As the 
lake was getting busier, the carp 
seemed to be pushed from the 
shallows a bit, which seemed to 
work in our favour as well, so that 
meant I got more of the action than 
Clint did. That’s just carp fishing 
though isn’t it, especially working as 
a pair in a swim, one of you is going 
to end up with more runs, Clint took 
it well and we continued to work as 
a team, that’s what I meant about
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getting on.

We ended up the week with 
numbers of 20’s and 30’s, 7 * 40’s 
and a 54. Clint led the way in the 
pest controller stakes in the end 
and also had two cats around the 
90lb mark as well, even on tigers! 
We learned a lot that week, firstly 
that we got on and worked well 
together. Secondly, we should have 
put a lot more bait at the start and 
during the week, we still had about 
50k of dry particle left, although 
not so much of anything else. 
The smaller fish were clearing the 
bait pretty fast, and we were still 
hooking them even with the switch 
to tigers as hookbaits. I think if we 
had baited heavily twice a day, we 
may have got more runs from the 
carp. Maybe I’m being a bit hard 

on ourselves, we 
caught a lot more 
than anyone else 
there that week, so 
perhaps we did ok. 
We learned a lot 
about what tackle 
we needed and 
items we had taken 
that were surplus 
to requirements. 
So maybe next 
time we’ll have 
space for that 
oven Clint! I also 

don’t think we realised how much 
the journey would tire us, which 
certainly affected our mood and 
fishing the first couple of days. 
Next time we will have a proper 
break on the journey and not a 
fitful few hours. As this was our 
first trip to the Balkans it went very 
well, as I said it was also a great 
learning curve as to the travelling, 
the tackle, bait and equipment, we 
are already looking at a return for 
later next year. If anyone fancies 
going to Bajansenye you can 
contact Thomas direct on 0043 676 
7000707. Our next trip is planned 
for October to another hard core 
lake, bring it on! Catch you next 
time. 
Regards Andy
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The Secret Lake 
by Gary Milky Lowe. 
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Well the lake in question is down 
south and is around 60 acres in 
size and has loads of bays and 
reeds, you can hire a boat that are 
on the lake to get about from one 
end to the other or you can try and 
walk most of it but there is places 
around the lake that you can’t get 
to by foot, I had heard of the lake 
many years ago and knew there 
was carp in there and there was 
always rumors of big carp and 
talk of the odd 40 coming out but 
I had never seen any photos or 
even spoke to any people that had 
had one. I had walked most of the 
lake over the years and only ever 
seen a few carp, they were up to 
around the mid-twenties mark, and 
I had always said that one day I 
would have a go on there, but I had 
unfinished business on another lake 
first. 

Well two years later I finally had my 
chance to really see what was in 
this lake, it was early spring, and I 
had hired a boat to have a look at 
all the bays that are out the way as 
you cannot get to them by way of 
foot. These bays were supposed to 
be shallow and as it was spring and 
warming up, I thought that would be 
a good place to start. I took a slow 
motor over to where the bays were 
that took around 10 minutes, I cut 
the motor on the boat and drifted 
into the bay just in case there was 

fish in there after a while of drifting 
a came across a shoal of bream. 
Now they could be a problem if I 
was baiting an area they would 
clean me out in no time, well after 
a closer look at the shoal I saw a 
carp hanging around at the back of 
the shoal, it wasn’t big, about mid 
double but that was a start if there 
was one in this bay then others 
might come in to. 

I left that bay and moved onto 
another and did the same I drifted 
in like I did in the other but this bay 
was different to the other it was 
slightly deeper and full of old lily 
roots so this bay in the summer 
would be covered in lilies and reeds 
all the way round the edges I am 
sure they would visit here in the 
summer but I was still not sure how 
many fish were in the vast amount 
of water has every one who had 
fished here had kept their cards 
close to their chest. After about 
half an hour I left the bay knowing 
I would return one day and I set off 
to look around the rest of the out of 
range by foot paths, there was one 
other obstacle is swims…. there are 
none, just areas that are clear or 
were people have cleared an area 
in the trees.

After the whole day of boating 
around looking at spots and areas it 
was time to get the boat back
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had found some really good areas 
to start, the main one I was going 
to concentrate on first was going 
to be at the entrance to one of the 
bays at the far end of the lake. The 
bay looked like it had been fished 
before as there was clear areas on 
the bank, but I wanted to fish just 
before the bay so if any fish did go 
into the bay, I would intercept them 
on the way in and out. The following 
day, which was a Sunday i was 
going to go down there with some 
gardening tools to clear an area to 
fish and some bait to start to bait 
the area for the next week where 
I had 3 days on there. I set off 
Sunday morning to get to the lake 
just as the shop opened. I loaded 
all my tools and bait and set off 
to the other end of the lake which 
took about twenty minutes. I finally 
arrived at the area I wanted to fish 

and picked the area of 
the bank I was going 
to clear so I could get 
the rods through. I was 
only going to clear 
enough space for the 
rods at the water’s 
edge and then clear a 
bigger area at the back 
for my bivvy then when 
I left to go home after 
every session, I would 
put some of the bushes 
back over the spot so 

people could find it. 

A good few hours later and a lot of 
cuts from the brambles I finally had 
my swim made, then I set about 
finding a few spots in the lake well. 
One rod had to go into the mouth 
of the bay and the other two I was 
going to find somewhere out in 
open water. After a lot of hard work 
the spots were found, I found the 
mouth of the bay was 8ft deep 
witch was nice for the spring, then 
two rods that were going out into 
open water that took some time to 
find a spots because most of the 
bottom was flat and silty, till I found 
a plateau at about 130 yards out 
which came up from 20 ft to 6ft from 
the surface. Now that I could not 
ignore so I baited that area with 5kg 
of pigeon mix and 5kg of cream
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seed. Two rods would 
go on this area and I 
baited the other area 
with the same amount 
of bait. I baited up 
the plateau with the 
boat to make it easy. 
After coming back to 
the back to collect 
my tools and cover 
my spot with some 
bushes I set off back 
to the hire shop then home I would 
come back in two days’ time and do 
the same with the bait. 

In two days’ time I was on the boat 
and back at the swim, I made my 
way out to the bar and on looking 
into the water there was no bait at 
all… whether it was carp ,bream, 
or birds I don’t know so I baited up 
with the same amount of bait then 
moved on to the mouth of the bay. 
On inspection all the bait was gone 
as well so I baited up and made 
my way back to the hire shop. On 
my way home all I could think of is 
what had eaten the bait and how 
I was going to fish it in three days’ 
time. At home I started to sort my 
tackle and get the bait sorted. 
Well the morning I was due to go 
to the ocean I was up early, but I 
couldn’t get a boat till the hire shop 
opened at 8 so I sat near the shop 

just watching the water and waiting 
for the shop to open. As soon as it 
was, I hired my boat for three days 
and half an hour later I was on my 
way to my swim. As I made my way, 
I passed a couple of lads but kept 
out of the way of their swims, so I 
didn’t disturb them. 

I tied the boat up to a tree at the 
front of my swim and unloaded my 
gear, set my bivvy up behind the 
bushes and sat down and made 
a brew before I got the rods out , I 
was going to use the boat to get the 
bait out there so I had two buckets 
made up for the two spots ,both 
buckets contained 5kilo of cream 
seed and the rest was made up of 
pigeon mix. I went out to the first 
spot which was the plateau straight 
out in the lake. I looked down at the 
spot and yes, all the bait was gone, 
and the bottom was clear as a bell,

The Secret Lake
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so the bucket of bait went in and 
two rods were cast to that area, the 
other rod was going into the mouth 
of the bay and yes, all the bait was 
gone on that rod too. The rods was 
cast to that spot and I just managed 
to get all the rods done and the 
heavens opened up and it bloody 
rained all day and it rained most of 
the next three days. In those 3 days 
I got pestered by bream most of 
the day and night, now I know what 
was eaten my bait but i was still 
going to continue baiting the area. 

Well over the next couple of weeks 
I managed to get to know some of 
the regulars on the lake and they 
had opened up a bit about what is 
in the lake which definitely opened 
my eyes they told me that there 
was one common that was caught 
about three years ago at 39lb, it 
had a big scar on its side but they 
have seen it since then and it was 
massive now, and that it had done 
a 46lbs mirror last season, but as 
for fish that are in there they have 
pictures of 100 different fish so in 
my eyes I was fishing for 100 carp 
in around 60 acres. Well the next 
few weeks I didn’t even see a carp, 
but I did have plenty of bream. I 
decided to have a go else were 
for a while then come back next 
season for a proper go. I still kept in 

contact with the lads on there and 
one of them had had a few fish he 
even had the common at a massive 
weight of 46lbs, so I was chomping 
at the bit to get back over there. 

Well it was February when i decided 
to get back over there I was going 
to still stay in the same area as I 
was sure that they would turn up 
in this area as i found out that the 
common had been caught from this 
area in the past, I was still going to 
use the cream seed but I was going 
to leave out the particle as I was 
sure this was attracting the bream. 
I was there early on the Monday 
and was set up in the same swim 
as last year… all three rods were 
in the same area and a good few 
kilos of cream seed was put on the 
spots. That first session I learned a 
lot and I even saw my first carp in 
the bay to my left so I definitely had 
the right area even though I didn’t 
catch any, yes I didn’t even catch a 
bream so it looked like not putting 
any particle in was a good move 
and I couldn’t wait to get back down 
there next week for three days. I 
was there on the Monday morning 
again and was all set up in my swim 
again by midday, all three rods on 
the spots and I sat down at the front 
of the swim with a cuppa in hand. I 
saw a carp clear the water in the
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bay again! Now I was in a 
dilemma… do I put two rods in the 
bay or leave them were they were? 
If I put an extra rod in the bay it 
might spook them off and they won’t 
come back so I left them how they 
were. That evening I started to get 
a few liners on the rods that were 
out on the plateau which I put down 
to the big shoals of bream as there 
wasn’t many carp in the lake. 
Well I sat there at the front of the 
swim watching the water and the 
sun go down when I see a common 
come clean out of the water. It was 
well out of my range out of the bay, 
as soon as the rings disappeared, 
I had a call off Dave. he said, “Did 
you see that?” I didn’t even know 
he was on the lake!! We had a 
chat for a while and then I settled 
down for an early night. During 
the night I was woken a few times 
by the buzzer on the left-hand rod 
that was in the bay and I put this 
down to bream moving about and 
I soon drifted back to sleep. In the 
early hours of the morning I was 
woken by a screaming buzzer… 
it was the rod in the bay! I was up 
and on it in a flash and this fish was 
taking line at a rate of knots and 
flat rodded me a few times. When 
I finally managed to get the fish 
under some kid of control it was a 
good 150 yards out into the main 

body of the lake and I could feel 
the line grating in the weed but I 
was going to try and land it from 
the bank, I managed to slowly get 
the fish through the weed bed and 
in to open water where it woke up 
and now it was heading towards the 
other two rods on the plateau so I 
had to try and stop it or I would be 
in big trouble. I managed to stop it 
getting to the rods and it was slowly 
coming towards me and I had it in 
the margins. It was going from side 
to side the margins are not deep 
so it couldn’t go down, all it could 
do was go from side to side. After 
about 5 mins I slipped the net under 
a plump mirror. To say I was chuffed 
was an understatement. I dropped 
the net and did a little dance. By 
this time, it was getting light so I 
can wait to do the photos when the 
sun comes up but first, I was going 
to weigh my prize. On the scales it 
went bigger than I thought. it went 
33lb 4 oz! That is not bad for a first 
fish from a lake that’s 60 acres. I 
placed the carp in a retainer and 
placed it in the edge till it was light 
enough to do a few snaps. I only 
had to wait 20 minutes and I could 
do the photos, well a few good 
snaps and back she went, and I sat 
back and put the kettle on for a nice 
brew. I would put the rod out. I text 
Dave saying that I had one and a

The Secret Lake



46

picture of it and he confirmed that 
that fish was out last 2 years ago at 
28, after that the rod was put back 
out and baited up again. Over the 
next two days I didn’t see another 
thing anywhere near me and it was 
time to go home. On the way home 
I was thinking that’s it I’ve got the 
area they want to be in. I’ll have a 
few more…. How wrong could I be 
for the next few weeks it kicked me 
in the a**e big time!! 

Well a few weeks and I was back 
on the bank in the same swim and 
there was a few of us on the lake 
well I say a few there was 4 of us 
on 60 acres and me and Dave and 
John decided to have a BBQ on 

the second night. Our swims were 
fairly close to each other well about 
600 yards from each other so not 
too close. On the first night I got all 
the rods out and baited up and sat 
back and watched the water with a 
cuppa. I saw nothing right up until 
it was just getting dark and I see a 
very big fish again to my left just on 
the edge of the bay which filled me 
with confidence but that’s all I’ve 
seen in three months, so I was well 
happy that there was a fish close 
by. I thought I would have an early 
night as I wanted to be up early, I 
was awake at first light, the water 
was flat calm for a few hours then 
we had a very slight warm wind 
start to blow into my face which I
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thought that if there was anything 
near me that would stay in this 
area. I looked around my water all 
day and I saw nothing… not even 
a liner from bream so I had lost all 
confidence. I started to get the BBQ 
ready for the lads as they said they 
would come over for around 6pm. 
We would have the food and a few 
beers then go back to their swims, 
we enjoyed the food and had a 
good laugh and they set of back to 
their swims. 

I settled down for a good night’s 
sleep after they had gone, during 
the night I was woken by a few 
bleeps on the rods that were out in 
open water and I put that down to 
bream and just went back to sleep. 

I woke up just on light and I was 
lying there watching the rods when 
the right rod bleeped a few times 
and the bobbin was tight to the top 
of the rod. I though great, a bloody 
bream, and I was in no hurry to get 
to the rod. By the time I got to the 
rod the line was moving to the right 
and still I though bream… I picked 
up the rod tightened the clutch and 
lent into the bream…  And that’s 
when everything changed !! The rod 
was nearly ripped from my hands 
as this fish took line from me now. 
I thought this is not a bream it was 
charging down the lake to my right. 
I had to try a stop this carp now as 
if it goes too far, I will not be able to 
get a direct pull. I would have to get 
in the boat to get to this one. I put

The Secret Lake
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the life jacket on and climbed into 
the boat and made my way out to 
the fish. By now I was around 150 
yards out into the lake but about 
200 yards to my right. Dave was 
at the front of his swim and was 
watching me out there and asked if 
I needed a hand but at the moment, 
I was ok. This fish was charging up 
and down and was staying deep. It 
was going in and out of a few weed 
beds was a good 10 minutes till I 
had some kind of control on the 
fish, and I started to gain some line. 
The first sight of the fish and I saw a 
golden flank and then it dived down. 
I started to take it easy and the 
fish had the upper hand, but I got 
myself together and it was finally 

up on the surface and I could see 
it was a common. Not massive, but 
anything from here is a bonus a few 
more minutes and it was in the net. 
I let out a massive shout. I made 
sure the fish was safe in the edge 
while we got all the gear ready… on 
the scales we watched it spin round 
to 24lb. Dave did a good job on the 
camera and I eventually slipped her 
back to her home. We sat there for 
a few hours just talking about what 
I had caught and what was in there 
and all I could think about is one 
day I will have one of the real big 
girls from here…. fish dreams are 
made of.

Milky  

Gary Lowe
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We	can	cater	for	any	social		event	you	have	coming	up	be	it	a	barbecue	on	
arrival	for	the	social	side	of	things	or	a	one	pot	dish	for	the	evening,	

breakfast,	lunch	we	can	do	it	all.	

Let	us	take	care	of	the	catering	whilst	you	take	care	of	your	event.	

So	if	you	require	bankside	catering	at	a	higher	level,	then	do	not	hesitate	
to	contact	us	on	the	details	below.	

Jason	Sandiford	

W:	www.chefukcarp.co.uk	

E:	chefukcarp@outlook.com	

M:	+447769586391	
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The Ex Mil Carp Group is basically as its titled, and what brings 
us all together is the love of Carp fishing. I am recently back 
from the EMCG social which was held at Girton lakes. We faced 
horrendous weather with bitterly cold winds, hale and persistent 
rain but we were fishing. 
I was partnered up with fellow Rig Marole team member 
Tony Colin’s, in fact we are also partners for the Army Carp 
Championship later in the year so this will be a good test. 

As I said the weather was more like it should be for this time of 
year (Winter), so it was a case of fish to the conditions. The carp 
were located in deeper water strangely actually  on the bottom, 
so rigs were made, we both opted for a pop up rig  and out they 
went, it wasn’t too long before Tony was into his first Carp, and 
believe me size was irrelevant in these conditions, we thought 
happy days we will have a few as my rod ripped off but I lost it 
in a snag, in fact it was a tree stump lol, at least we knew it was 

there now. Tony proceeded 
to have another one, which 
was great to see, I do try 
and smile when others are 
catching and I’m not lol. 

A BBQ had been arranged 
on the second night, so 
Rods were reeled in and 
we all got together for a 
couple of beers and fine 
dining with a few words 
from Tim Grey who is a 
total legend and the group 
boss.
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After a couple of hours, I decided to go back to the swim and 
make the most of last light to get the rods back out on the spot, 
but still nothing happened although Tony’s bivvy did rise like a 
magic carpet at one point which I did laugh at a lot, these were 
serious gusts of wind. 
 
Anyway, last morning freezing cold I pulled in one of my rods to 
change over rigs and used 1 piece of Enterprise large Black pop 
up corn with a small pva bag of Carbon baits Hemp. 
As I started to pack down my bivvy, the rod ripped off and a lovely 
little minter of a mirror was in the net, absolutely relieved to off 
ended a blank run. 
It was a great social and fantastic to catch up with the other guys, 
so now I look forward to my next sesh and I have a cunning plan. 
 
Fish safe and be well 
 
Mike Madeley.

Mike Madeley
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Thanks to the 
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by 
Martin 

Monnier
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With the wife off 
fishing on her 
tutorial, it was only 
fitting that I went off 
on my own. With the 
great captures that 
she was having over 
the weekend I was 
feeling very happy 
and proud that she 
was doing so well 
and her love for carp 
was growing ever 
stronger.  
You could say though 
it put the pressure 
on me even more to 
try and catch a fish 
myself.  

As I arrived at the 
lake early on the 
Saturday morning 
the weather forecast 
was looking spot 
on for Saturday 
but with a storm 
fast approaching, 
I knew condition 
would become a little 
difficult to say the 
least.  

Saturday passed with 
no signs of a bite. 
And I was starting 

to question my 
chances.  
Waking up very 
early on the Sunday 
morning to strong 
winds and driving 
rain trying move 
my bivvy to the 
land of oz I feared 
my chances were 
slipping away from 
me. The morning 
passed and 
after fighting the 
conditions to reset 
my rods. I retreated 
to the bivvy. At 
around midday my 
right rod 
which 
was on 
a margin 
spot 
sprang 
into 
action. 
After 
launching 
myself 
out of 
the bivvy 
I was 
frustrated 
to find 
3 coots 
circling 

over my spot!!!  
After pulling that rod 
in and relocating it. 
To deeper water I 
feared my chance 
had passed. 

As I started to pack 
down all my gear 
in the safety of 
my bivvy, the rod I 
relocated melted off. 
Grabbing the rod, I 
was soon connected 
to a very angry carp 
that had no plans on 
coming out of the 
water. 

Martin Monnier
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After it trying to run 
me round the island 
and cut me off and 
managed to slip it 
over the net cord.  
In peering into the 
net, I could see it was 
a decent fish.  
At this point being 
soaked through 
and being blown 
around all passed 
as lifted this fish on 
the bank feeling that 
the fish had some 
good weight to it. It 
was weighed very 
quickly and to my 
amazement it had 
broken a long time pb 
of mine.  

A beautiful mirror 
weighing 31lb 1oz. 
You could say that 
at that moment in 
time for me the rain 
stopped the wind 
dropped and the 
clouds parted, and 
sun shined brightly.  
Slipping it back into 
its ice cold depths 
it made me a very 
happy man.  
Morale of the story 
is sometimes a coot 
can be your worst 
enemy and your best 
friend.  

Be good, stay safe 
and keep carping 
people.  

Tight lines.  

Martin

Thanks to the Coots Looking for an Edge
in Your Carp Fishing?

A diary to track, analyse and 
share your carp fishing adventures
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Preparing for spring or NOTLooking for an Edge
in Your Carp Fishing?

A diary to track, analyse and 
share your carp fishing adventures

http://finygo.com
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Rich Austin

A Van-Tastic journey
 (Part 2)

By 
Alex Sheldon



59
For those of you who 
didn’t read part 1, you 
join myself and fellow 
angler Gary after a 72 
hour session on the 
fishing mecca Linear 
Fisheries. 

With another 8 days 
ahead of us on 
our UK day ticket 
extravaganza, we were 
bounding along in our 
borrowed van destined 
for the stunning Yateley 
Sandhurst Lake. So 
far, the trip had been 
a success with a 
number of fish to 28lbs 
between us, including 
some real Oxfordshire 
‘bangers.’ However, we 
had already ran into 
spawning issues which 
was causing us some 
concern along with the 
weather. 

Every day had been 
a scorcher which 
was encouraging 
the spawning activity 
and making the 
fishing tough. Today’s 
forecast was set to 
be no different…. As 

we tootled along in 
the “Bat Mobile” we 
were feeling refreshed 
after calling in at St 
Johns car park for a 
shower and a change 
of underwear.  It wasn’t 
all rainbows and smiles 
though with a couple of 
little problems niggling 
at the pair of us. Firstly, 
we contemplated if our 
spines could withstand 
the combination of pot 
holes and the less than 
effective suspension 
on the van.

 The second issue was 
the fear that the fish 
at Yateley Sandhurst 
Lake could in fact 
be spawning as they 
were at Linear. With 
this in mind I called 
up the fishery bailiff 
for bit of info. What 
we established was 
as follows: The fish 
hadn’t spawned this 
year yet, (not good) 
there weren’t many 
fish being caught at 
the moment, (again not 
good) but they hadn’t 
started spawning yet 

(yay! something good.) 
A short drive later and 
we were both stood 
wide eyed looking 
out onto the famous 
Yateley pit for the first 
time and it certainly 
didn’t disappoint. 

The water before 
us was the absolute 
epitome of angling, 
giving the ultimate 
feeling of solace and 
total embodiment of 
the word “carpiness” 
if that’s even a word! 
(we’ll have to check 
with Mark Pitchers.) 
As we made our first 
lap of the lake every 
peg appeared more 
inviting than the last 
with overhanging trees, 
weedy bays, shaded 
margins, shallow bars, 
silty gullies, and lots 
of open water to boot. 
Whilst we meandered 
our way through every 
nook and cranny of the 
mature foliage lined 
paths, I was like ‘a dog 
with two dicks’ as we 
scanned the lake for 
showing fish or

Alex Sheldon
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bubblers. I then 
watched in awe as 
Garry ploughed his 
“Big Boy” tri-porter 
through some ‘thick 
bush’ before entering 
the narrow ‘back 
channel’ (It certainly 
looked like he’d 
done it before) to 
our chosen swims.  
Joking aside, we had 
ended up in a great 
area of the lake and a 
quick coin toss saw 
Gary on the left hand 
island swim and me 
on the right.  The 
swims were actually 
ON the island 
accessed by a narrow 
bridge crossing the 
small ‘out of bounds’ 

(O.O.B.) area, leaving 
the main body of the 
lake out in front of us. 
Having never seen 
the place before and 
not having any clue 
on the fish behaviour, 
we chose this area 
for two reasons.

 The first was due to 
spotting numerous 
fish cruising up and 
down the O.O.B. 
area behind us with 
some real chunks 
in amongst them. 
We were hopeful 
that the fish could 
move out into open 
water at night giving 
us the best chance 
to intercept them. 

Secondly, these 
swims provided an 
amazing view over 
a huge portion of 
the lake so we could 
keep scanning for 
activity. Ideally the 
‘Bailiffs’ or the ‘Pipes/
Little Pipes’ swims 
would have been our 
first choice based 
on where the fish 
were currently, but 
unsurprisingly being 
some of the most 
popular on the lake 
they were occupied 
resulting in the island 
being the next best 
option.  The day was 
used to find areas 
and apply some bait 
along with soaking 
in the ‘Yateley’ 
atmosphere and 
enjoying some of the 
glorious sunshine 
we were having. We 
both focussed on a 
gravel bar running 
horizontally through 
our swims at 60 
yards range. I had 
one rod over the back 
of it into the silty 
gully and one rod

A Van-tastic Journey pt 2
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right on top of it 
positioned on the 
shallow, firmest area. 
The third rod was 
cast 10 wraps as far 
to my right as the 
overhanging trees 
would allow, this was 
after following the 
bailiff’s advice which 
would have been 
foolish to ignore. Gary 
adopted a similar 
approach with 2 of 
his rods out by the 
bar and the third rod 
dispatched to his left 
close to the entrance 
of the O.O.B. area. By 
6pm it had become 
very apparent that 

more and more fish 
were now stacked up 
behind us in the O.O.B. 
that you could have 
almost walked across 
them and disregarded 
the footbridge. There 
was one peg right at 
the entrance of the 
O.O.B. that can be 
used for stalking and 
by 8pm I couldn’t resist 
heading around there 
with some kit. 

Unfortunately, I had 
‘missed the boat’ by 
less than 30 seconds 
because a lad had just 
dropped in there and 
looked to be unloading 

his gear for the night.  
I attempted to have 
a quick chat with him 
however he seemed 
reluctant to participate. 
To be fair it was getting 
late and I assumed he 
was rushing to start 
fishing before we lost 
light, so I left him to it. 
How he quite managed 
to get his kit set up in 
such a small swim for 
the night I will never 
know. Half his bed 
chair and brolly were 
in the trees and his 
feet were practically 
resting on the butt of 
his three rods. Every 
credit to him, he 
somehow achieved it! 
As the sun descended 
and the night arose 
on a beautiful Yateley 
evening, in traditional 
‘Yateley’ style, me, 
Ashleigh and Gary 
socialised over a 
beverage or 5 before 
retiring to the bivvies 
for the night. The 
following morning, we 
awoke before first light 
to be greeted by tons
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by tons of freshly 
torn up weed all 
over the margins 
and our lines. Closer 
inspection told you 
all you needed to 
know as every strand 
was littered from top 
to bottom in eggs. 
Noooo, they were 
spawning!!!!! What a 
gutter! To add insult 
to injury Gary was an 
image of devastation 
as he came over to 
inform us of a lost 
fish during the early 
hours. The fish had 
charged left as soon 
as it was hooked 
and the ensuing 
fight resulted in a 

hook pull leaving 
Gary feeling very 
crestfallen. The 
O.O.B. area looked 
like a supercharged 
hot tub as the 
Sandhurst chunks 
created noise and 
commotion during 
their love making 
process. We were up 
shit creek without 
a paddle because 
Sandhurst Lake 
requires you to pay 
all of your intended 
trip up front to secure 
the booking. 

At £33 a night and 
with 3 nights each 
paid for, we both 
weren’t happy to 

chuck the best part 
of £200 away. We 
stood on the island 
cursing our luck and 
helplessly awaited 
the arrival of the 
bailiff. Not only did 
we have the dilemma 
of potentially leaving 
Sandhurst, but also 
the question of where 
to go as this long 
awaited weather had 
the whole country 
spawning according 
to social media. 

 Whilst we stood 
contemplating what 
to do the lad from 
the O.O.B. area made 
his way across the 
footbridge and onto 
the island. The white 
stains littering his 
crotch and T-shirt 
indicated that he had 
either caught himself 
a fish or had spent 
the night under his 
brolly playing a game 
of 5 vs 1. “Would one 
of you mind coming 
to do me a quick 
picture?” he said in 
hushed tones as if he
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wanted it kept a 
secret. Gary and I 
couldn’t wait to get 
over there and see 
a Sandhurst fish in 
the flesh, especially 
considering the lad 
had declared it was 
“quite a big one.” 
Wow he wasn’t 
kidding! You could 
have put a saddle 
on this mirror that 
was sitting in the 
retainer, it was a 
serious unit. We 
helped him get the 
fish up the bank and 
onto the Reubens, 
we then saw the 
needle slide round 
to over 44lbs and 
immediately offered 
our congratulations 
to the angler. There 
was literally no room 
to swing a cat about 
in his swim, so he 
donned the waders 
for some water 
shots, with spawning 
fish going crazy all 
around him. The fish 
he had caught didn’t 
look to be carrying 
any spawn so was 

probably a male or 
had already spawned.   

Back on the island 
we discussed how 
strange the guy’s 
behaviour was. 
Constantly looking 
over his shoulder, 
whispering, rushing 
about and generally 
shifty. Maybe it’s 
because he knew it 
wasn’t proper to be 
angling for spawning 
fish, or maybe it’s 
just the after effects 
of landing 
a 44 
pounder? 
Before we 
had even 
finished 
breakfast 
the angler 
had 
vanished 
with the 
wind and 
normality 
resumed 
on the 

Sandhurst Island.  
The day passed 
quickly and at 
3pm we finally got 
to talk with the 
bailiff who saw the 
spawning activity 
and immediately 
roped off the swims 
near the O.O.B. area. 
Any partial refund 
appeared out of 
the question as the 
owners stated that 
the whole stock 
wouldn’t spawn at 
once. Therefore,
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they insisted we 
fished other parts of 
the lake away from 
the O.O.B area so we 
weren’t interfering 
with nature. I don’t 
know your view on 
this, but we paid £33 
a night because of 
the amazing stock in 
Sandhurst. If most of 
that stock is off limits 
which it definitely 
was, then we were 
getting a bad deal, 
but what can you do? 
We discussed the 
capture of the 44lb 
fish from the morning 
and were horrified to 
find out that old mate 
didn’t even have a 

ticket to fish! 

To the distain of 
the staff the angler 
had tipped up late 
just before dark and 
obviously had the 
code for the gate. He 
caught a 44lb mint 
fish, packed up in a 
rush and got off the 
site before the bailiff 
arrived the following 
day! No wonder he 
was bivvied up in the 
bushes and acting 
shifty. In regard to 
moving venues, we 
decided to stay put. 
Any other venue we 
were interested in 
fishing seemed to 

have spawning 
stock anyway and 
we had already 
parted with 
the £198 to the 
Sandhurst owners. 
Already accepting 
that our time at 
Sandhurst was 
likely to be spent 
camping, drinking 
cider, watching 
the fish spawn and 
enjoying some of 

Ashleigh’s amazing 
camp cooking, to 
our amazement on 
the second morning, 
completely out of the 
blue, Gary’s alarm 
had burst into life 
and he was bent 
into a fish. I was on 
hand to help with the 
net and after a very 
half arsed fight from 
the carp, we were 
staring down at an 
immaculate 25lb 4oz 
Sandhurst stunner. 

As I poured water 
over the fish, Gary 
applied some fish 
care to the hook 
wound and then got 
the chance to have 
a proper look at his 
quarry. Almost a 
leather with only a 
scattering of scales 
along its dorsal 
line, behind the gill 
plate and on the tip 
of its tail. Every fin 
was perfect as was 
its mouth which is 
testament to how 
well the visitors to 
Sandhurst look after
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their prize. It all 
seemed to be over so 
quickly when taking 
the catch shots 
and video clips. 
Gary then got in the 
margins and carefully 
released the special 
Yateley fish back to 
its watery home. We 
hadn’t noticed any 
feeding activity at 
all so assumed the 
fish had just fancied 
the hook bait, but 
Gary still topped up 
the area with half a 
dozen spombs to 
make sure. I waited 

a couple of hours in 
case anymore fish 
were around before 
winding in to check 
all three rigs (all 
came in perfectly) 
and applying a bit 
of fresh bait to the 
spots. Another 
gloriously peaceful 
day passed as we 
sat out until after 
dark and consumed 
a cracking meal and 
drank in tribute to 
Gary’s fish.  

Our final day on 
Sandhurst was full 

of the same 
with another 
scorching 
day 
watching 
30lb fish 
making 
babies 
without 
a care in 
the world 
and just 
enjoying 
being in 
the great 
outdoors. 
It’s only 
on these 

quiet sessions where 
there’s not much 
action that you really 
get to appreciate how 
wonderful the British 
summertime can be, 
I absolutely love it. 
Ashleigh and I did a 
run to the shops to 
stock up on a few 
essentials before 
playing a game of 
‘Hide the Sausage, 
Van Edition’ whilst on 
our travels. Returning 
to the fishery with a 
spring in our step I 
positioned the rods

Alex Sheldon



66

for the final night on 
this majestic lake. 
Although I packed up 
the following morning 
with nothing to show 
for my efforts, I really 
had fallen in love 
with Sandhurst. It’s 
everything I enjoy 
about carp fishing, 
a really mature 
lake, well managed, 
unbelievable 
stock of carp and 
very peaceful 

surroundings. I didn’t 
feel disappointed 
as I lugged the gear 
back to the car park 
as I felt we had both 
fished really well 
and had just caught 
the water at the 
wrong time. Some 
fish had started to 
slowly venture out 
of the O.O.B. and as 
a result the ‘Pipes’ 
and ‘Little Pipes’ 
had each done a fish 

during the night. One 
of these captures 
was ANOTHER 
40lb leviathan of a 
common but nobody 
else had any luck 
during our time there, 
despite the lake 
being almost full. Part 
of me was actually 
happy as I loaded my 
gear into the back of 
the van because now, 
I had ‘Unfinished 
Business” with 
Sandhurst Lake 
and with that, an 
excuse to return next 
year.  I don’t know 
if it was my driving, 
the game of “Hide 
the Sausage, Van 
Edition” or perhaps 
a combination of 
the two, but the van 
now had a flat tire!!! 
I ended up having 
to contact a garage 
down the road and 
arrange for someone 
to come out to the 
lake car park to fit 
a new one for us. 
As my dad would 
say “There’s always 
bloody summat,”
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but it all adds to the 
adventure, I guess. 
I did have one beef 
with Sandhurst 
however and that was 
the toilet facilities yet 
again!!! 

Those of you who 
read my last article 
will probably 
remember my despair 
at the Linear toilets.  
Well, Sandhurst made 
those looks like a 
palace. You couldn’t 
even open the port-
a-loo door without 
fear of your eyes 
being burnt out of 
their sockets. Come 
on Sandhurst, all that 
money from anglers, 
get it sorted!  

So, ‘Where next?’ I 
hear you ask. Well, 
the plan was to go 
to a venue called 
‘Thorney Weir’ and 
looking at the photos 
on their Facebook 
page it was the venue 
I had been most 
looking forward to. 
Needless to say, 

we got in touch the 
day prior and found 
out that the stock 
was well at it on 
the spawning front, 
meaning a rethink 
was in order. We had 
a booking in 3 days’ 
time elsewhere, so 
with 72 hours left to 
fill we both got onto 
google to find our 
next mission. With 
almost everywhere 
spawning we were 
about ready to give 
up when we came 
across a venue called 
‘Thorpe Lea Fishery’ 
which wasn’t too 
far away. I called 
the venue and was 
informed the fish 
had already finished 
spawning and 
suddenly we had a 
plan the venue 
certainly 
had ‘mixed’ 
reviews 
looking on 
the usual 
sites and 
was regarded 
as a bit of a 
runs water. 

Not our ideal venue 
but desperate times 
mean desperate 
measures. With our 
fancy new tire fitted 
and the van loaded 
to the max, off we 
trundled down the 
Sandhurst track 
with ‘Thorpe Lea’ 
as the next stop 
on this marathon 
UK road trip.  to be 
continued….

 If you have enjoyed 
reading this piece 
and are using social 
media, please check 
out my page and 
follow my adventures 
on Instagram @
YourBestCatch90

Alex.

Alex Sheldon
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Pairs Qualifier Two

Orchard Place Farm 
Lake 7

British Carp Cups
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We are pleased to be back at Orchard Place Farm for qualifier 2 of this 
year’s pairs competition. It is almost impossible to guarantee fish at 
venues when starting so early in March. This match however turned out 
to be an absolute cracker, which was fished for the most part in very 
challenging weather conditions. None the less, we had 67 fish grace the 
bank in this one for a combined weight of 1,157lb 9oz giving an average 
of over 17lb per fish. There were 5 30lb+ fish out, the largest of which was 
37lb. The back up weights were 13 x 20lbers of which 3 were 29lb+.

First out of the bag in Friday mornings water craft draw were brothers Tim 
and Andy Swain who picked their favourite peg 10 on the point. Next out 
were Graham Price and Matt Smith, who went for peg 7 (Lee May and 
Paul Michael Smith won last year’s event from this peg). Third out were 
the aforementioned Lee and Paul who selected peg 9. Fourth came Ian 
Beedell and Paul Poynter and they went for peg 2 on the other point. On 
this occasion the draw was king for three of those 4 pairs as they took the 
podium and qualified for the final. The winners were Ian and Paul from 
peg 2 who caught 18 fish for 324lb 9oz. Runners up Tim and Andy Swain 
who caught 13 fish for 215lb 15oz. Third place went to Lee and Paul with 
8 fish fro 145lb 11oz. There were three other pairs all challenging for 
third place on Sunday morning making it a very twitchy finale. As the final 
hooter sounded last year’s winners took the honours. One fish to any of 
the chasers would have made a world of difference to the end result.

British Carp Cups
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Pairs Qualifier 
Three

Todber Manor 
Big Hayes

British Carp Cups
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This is another water with good early season form, so hopefully we could 
be in for an exciting contest. Dave Bellew and Steve Lovell (peg 5) were 
first on the scoresheet with a 24lb+ mirror, which they soon followed up 
with a 29lber to give them an excellent start. Sandwiched inbetween those 
fish was a stunning scaley mirror of over 32lb for Karl Palmer to put him 
and partner Callum Gutteridge in the running. A few other pairs started to 
register fish on Friday but it was Saturday when the match came to life.

After catching a couple on Friday, peg 11 Luke Ratcliffe and Dale Shields 
banked a 19lb 15oz fish and three 20lb+ between dawn and lunchtime, they 
were now right in the mix. During a similar period peg 5 added another 8 
fish to their tally with a good average of 21lb+. At 10am Saturday Lee Bruce 
and Nathan Crowder were blanking, which seemed strange considering 
they were first out in the draw. By night fall seven fish had crossed their 
net cords to put them in a qualifying spot, what a great day they had. Luke 
and Dale didn’t manage to catch again, nor did Dave and Steve but they 
had put over 200lb on the scales and looked likely to qualify anyway. Now 
other pegs were starting to catch a few and the competition was hotting up 
somewhat.

Meanwhile out of the way in peg 1, Chris Purssey and Richard Shenton 
were quietly going about their business and slowly creeping up the leader 
board. With one fish on Friday, five on Saturday including three in a little 
evening frantic spell of only 10 minutes. This put them in touching distance 
of the leaders. Sunday morning saw them add three more to their tally to 
take runners up spot. Their last fish came only 2 minutes before the finish.

Lee and Nathan had four takes on Sunday morning, three of which resulted 
in lost fish. This did nothing for the state of their nerves. The 16lber they 
did land proved enough to secure third place. However, there were four 
other pairs all chasing the last qualifying spot with not a lot to chose 
between them. This made it a very exciting finish for any neutrals watching.

61 fish came out during the event for a total weight of 1,202lb giving an 
average of almost 20lb. Another great match and a quality venue for this 
early in the year.
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Ladies 
Singles

Berners Hall

British Carp Cups
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Apart from the excitement of the watercraft draw on Friday morning, 
nothing else happened. The scales were not required in any peg, 
although there were a couple of lost fish reported. Saturday was a 
different matter however. At first light Paula Marriott in peg 13, by the 
island was the first to catch. She banked three fish for over 50lb. Just 
before 9am Sam Ely called us and a 15lb+ mirror was recorded on her 
score sheet. All went quiet again until mid afternoon when Jennifer 
Garrett in peg 5 had her first fish at over 23lb. This now gave us a first, 
second and third on the scoreboard but how it was anybody’s guess how 
it would finish.

Saturday evening saw another small flurry as reigning champion Jane 
Henthorn landed a 15lber which put her in 4th place. Jen in peg 5 added 
a second fish which put her on over 40lb. Just after 10pm Jen had 
her third to take her tally to 73lb 1oz and take her past Paula and into 
the lead. Paula followed this with a very small fish, just 3 oz over the 
minimum required weight, but she was still in second place. At last it 
looked like we had a contest with a fight for the three podium places. 
After the busier day we were expecting a hectic night but it was not to 
be. First light Sunday, Paula had a brace to weigh. The first was 25lb 
12oz and the second was a banger of 31lb 1oz. This fish was not only the 
biggest of the weekend but also the biggest in the history of our Ladies 
events. That was it for this match, but it appeared to be a tale of lost fish. 
As we were talking to the Ladies it seemed that there had been a lot more 
hooked but not landed.

Paula became 2019 singles champion, taking the first prize of £600, 
personalised Reuben Heaton specimen hunter scales and trophies. 
Jennifer Garret took runners up spot with a prize of £300, plus trophy 
and Sam Ely finished third taking home a trophy and £175 prize money.

The weather conditions were far from perfect, with a cold strong south 
easterly wind making baiting and casting difficult. During the course of 
the weekend the wind changed to a northerly. This didn’t improve things 
much as the water temperature hovered around the 8 degree mark. This 
could go a long way towards explaining why only 4 pegs caught fish.

British Carp Cups



80
British Carp Cups



81
British Carp Cups



82

Bookings now open for this years events !!!!

Hurry !!! Book now as places are filling fast

- Complete
- Complete

- Complete
- Complete



83

Here it is folks. The one you have all been asking about. It’s the British 
Carp Cup singles.

Q1 Todber Manor, Little Hayes 8th to 10th March - Complete
Q2 Branston Water Park 29th to 31st March
Q3 Willow Park 26th to 28th April
Q4 Kingsbury Pine Pool 31st May to 2nd June
Q5 Wetlands 21st to 23rd June
Q6 Newbridge Lakes 28th to 30th June
Q7 Poolbridge Q Lake 28th to 30th June 
Q8 DDAP’s Brooklands 26th to 28th July

Final Albans Willows Lake 4th to 6th October 

Brooklands will be 16 places and max of 11 at Wetlands
All the rest have 12 and the top 3 qualify. Top 4 at Brooklands. 
The final will be an out of the bag draw and it will be decided on
a 3 best fish basis. The entry fee is £250.

Prize money 

1st £5000
Runners up £2000
3rd £1000
4th £750
Booking now open
contact@britishcarpcups.co.uk 01159 812 791

- Complete
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Like most anglers 
reading this, I only 
get so many weeks 
off work a year. I try 
to use these as best I 
can. Splitting amongst 
family holidays and 
others solely fishing 
with several day 
sessions a month 
but these don’t really 
count. I always save a 
week for the back end 
of the year, usually for 
a foreign trip or like 
this year a week on 
Holme Fen for Rod 
Hutchinson’s Social.

With this in mind, I’m 
often looking to hit 
day ticket lakes in or 
around Yorkshire with 
the odd further trip 
south each year to 
maximise my chance 
whilst my working life 
gets in the way of my 
angling!!

Over the last few years 
however there has 
been a new venue to 
my hit list right on my 
doorstep, Tees Valley 
lakes, a great well run 

venue owned by Ste 
Alford with some real 
lumps to go at spread 
across 2 lakes approx. 
2 acres each, Alpha 
which contains 56 
fish to 31lb and Eagle 
which contains over 
120 fish to 25lb 9 oz, 
by no means are the 
fish in either of these 
lakes swimming up 
your lines however the 
rewards are there and 
some big hits can be 
made if you hit it right 
especially on Eagle.

This week saw me 
take the short trip 
to Tees valley lakes 
and booked 48hrs on 
Alpha with the day 
time temps around 14c 
however the night time 
still dropping down to 
2c so knew the fish 
would be on the move 
however still not quite 
woken yet and on the 
munch for spawning. 
On arrival I took a walk 
around the lake and 
spoke to a few lads 
who were leaving and 
as I thought there was 

a few fish showing 
however with only 
1 fish out all week 
proved they are still 
waking up.

 I opted to jump in the 
same swim another 
angler had pulled out 
of which gave me a 
margin to go at which 
soaked up the first 
sun of the day and 
an area I expected 
the fish to be sitting in 
to soak up as much 
of the early rays as 
possible whilst also 
giving me access to a 
bar which sat 3ft under 
the surface should the 
fish be patrolling the 
upper layers. My swim 
was central to the main 
body of the lake with 
the far margin only 30 
yards away forming 
the thinner part of a 
keyhole with an arm of 
water that run around 
the back of an island 
the perfect area for the 
carp to move out of the 
main body of water. 
Knowing the lake had

Kev Beaumont
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been fishing slow 
and the temps we 
had been getting, the 
swim still filled me 
with confidence as I 
had given myself so 
many opportunities to 
intercept them should 
they wish to play ball 
and feed.

A quick cast about 
with the marker to 
find the bar I knew sat 
only 10-15 yards out 
rising from nearly 6ft of 
water. With the fish still 
not on the feed I kept 
the bait to a minimum 
with only a hand full 
of Rod Hutchinson’s 
KMG (high in protein 
fishmeal based bait) 
on the bar, fished over 

with a simple stripped 
back coated braid rig 
finished off with the 
ultra-sharp Scorpion 
Curves by Carp Tackle 
online with a KMG 
bottom bait halved and 
fished back to back 
on the hair to match 
the hatch of the chops 
. The other 2 rods I 
opted to fish the far 
margin where the sun 
hit at first light and an 
area of only 3ft I knew 
would warm up quick 
and if any fish were in 
a feeding mood would 
surely visit. 

24 hours passed and 
still no fish on the 
bank the temps on an 
evening were cold and 

with a few days of 10-
15c it really builds your 
hopes up and gives 
you a sense of spring 
and a false sense 
of optimism. Around 
1300hrs just starting 
my last 24 hours, I 
seen a fish role just off 
the margin followed 
by a bow wave a few 
yards away which was 
clearly spooked by 
his mate giving there 
where abouts away. 
They were where I 
thought however a 
bit further down the 
slope and not as tight 
to the margin as I 
first thought. Keeping 
things simple and not 
being one to jump on 
the latest trend or rig 
fandango just having 
confidence in an ultra-
sharp hook and bait 
of the highest quality 
fished in the right area 
has proven time and 
time again to be the 
winning formula and 
in this case was no 
different. An 8 inch 
rig consisting of 20lb 
N-Trap stripped back

Alpha One Zero
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to create a hinge 
tied off with a simple 
knotless knot to a 
size 6 Scorpion Curve 
again tipped off with 
KMG halved back to 
back and a small golf 
ball size pva bag of 
chops and pellet. I 
flicked my left-hand 
rod on the area I seen 
the fish create the bow 
wave from after being 
disturbed, my middle 
rod on the area I seen 
the fish show not 10 
minutes ago.

Within 30 minutes my 
middle rod sprung to 
life and rather than 
the line melting off the 
reel as expected in 
shallower water the 
bobbin simply rose 2” 
and dropped 2” this 
must of happened 
twice which was 
enough for me to get 
up and stand over the 
rods after witnessing 
fish in the margins 
on my local lake over 
the years picking 
up my rig and quite 
simply staying put and 

shaking their head 
trying the rid the hook 
without hitting the 
lead clip and bolt rig 
affect, With this visual 
in my head I lifted the 
rod took up the slack 
and lifted into the fish 
of which certainly did 
spring into life upon 
doing so.

The fish powered off on 
a 15-yard run hugging 
the far margin with 
clouds of mud kicking 
up as it ploughed the 
bottom on its war path 
up and down for a 
good 5 minutes. It was 
certainly giving a good 
account of itself and 
eventually I had it in 
the margins and ready 
for the net. In it went 
first time, a stunning 
VS Mirror topping the 
scales at 20lb 10oz 
not breaking any PB 
records but its defiantly 
the most immaculate 
fish I’ve ever caught.
Wayne Morgan who 
was just setting up 
in the peg to my left 
came over for a cuppa 

and a catch up since 
bumping in to him 
nearly a year ago on 
the complex just in 
time to do the honours 
with the camera. The 
rest of the session 
was really quiet with 
the wind changing to a 
Westerly and even the 
day temps dropping 
to 6c which I think put 
them quiet.

With only the 1 fish 
under my belt in this 
session I was more 
than happy with how 
it went based on the 
weather conditions. By 
1300hrs the next day 
I was all packed up 
and on my way home 
with a few pics of the 
new luggage range 
Rod Hutchinson have 
just released, some 
decent notes of my 
session to write up, 
great pics of a low 20 
mirror and the newly 
gained knowledge of 
my session.

All the best, 
Kev.

Kev Beaumont
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Chapter 11 only in next months 
Talking Carp!!!!

you can buy Spug’s latest book Carping mad 3 
by clicking the link below

www.mikespugredfern.com/carping-mad-books

http://www.mikespugredfern.com/carping-mad-books


ACA Bank Buddy ONLY £27.99
The ACA Bank Buddy is a waterproof wireless speaker that has been designed and 

built with outdoor adventures in mind

A GREAT ADDITION TO YOUR KIT !!!!!!!!!!!!!
PRODUCT FEATURES INCLUDE :

Blue Tooth Connectivity
Hands Free Call Facility

Two Way Control
AUX Input to play DVD’S etc

Built In FM Radio
Shock and Waterproof

Get Yours Now at http://acaproducts.co.uk/?product=aca-bank-buddy 
100% of all profits from the sale of Bank Buddy goes to Charity.



ACA Bank Buddy ONLY £27.99
The ACA Bank Buddy is a waterproof wireless speaker that has been designed and 

built with outdoor adventures in mind

A GREAT ADDITION TO YOUR KIT !!!!!!!!!!!!!
PRODUCT FEATURES INCLUDE :

Blue Tooth Connectivity
Hands Free Call Facility

Two Way Control
AUX Input to play DVD’S etc

Built In FM Radio
Shock and Waterproof

Get Yours Now at http://acaproducts.co.uk/?product=aca-bank-buddy 
100% of all profits from the sale of Bank Buddy goes to Charity.



ACA Thermal 
Trousers 

100% Waterproof
Wind-proof & 
Breathable 

Fleece-lined. 
Super stylish and very 
comfortable outdoor 

waterproofs.

This modern 
Peachskin fabric is 

essentially a hi-tech, 
synthetic version 

of traditional moleskin clothing. It is beautifully soft to the touch and ACA have 
combined it with a complimentary, lightweight Taslan-type synthetic shell on the seat 

& knees to produce a very elegant outdoor set.

Ideal for: Fishing, Shooting, Hunting, Walking, Working, Spectating, and loads of 
other outdoor activities.

Overtrouser features: with..

Elasticated Waistband & Press-stud Fastener.Velcro Adjuster to fit bottoms snug 
around boots.Reinforced Taslan to Knees and Seat.2x Side Hand Pockets.2x 

External Patch Pockets.

Available in Sizes:

Large, XL, 2XL, 3XL



Now available In assosiation with NAVITAS !!!!!!!!

check the ACA website for more information

Hoodies - 

£27.99 +PP T-Shirts 

£14.99 +PP
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Rig Marole freefall 
tubing 

by Mike McMahon

Reviews
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2016 was a game changer for me as I discovered the fantastic Braided 
Freefall tubing. My syndicate has a strict leadcore and leader ban and is 
extremely weedy and there is an abundance of zebra and swan mussels 
which claim victim to many an angler.  I had tried several companies 
tubing but I wasn’t happy with the presentation, durability or just threading 
line through.
 I remember a friend speaking highly about the original Rig Marole  
Freefall tubing and decided to investigate further. Well what can I say, 
they had brought out a new version in the form of the Braided Freefall 
tubing. 
This is a very supple braided version that comes in a three colours to suit 
different substrate types. I wasted no time and purchased a pack of each. 
I took them down the lake to see what they looked like in the water and I 
was blown away, they sank like a brick and disappeared into the lakebed. 
Well they ticked all the boxes for me, heavy, supple, camouflaged, easy 
to thread and very abrasion resistant (you will not get cut of through this 
tubing due to the stainless steel inner)
Braided Freefall tubing is an industry first and still the only braided tubing 
available giving you an edge over other anglers that haven’t made the 
jump.
It still utilises the highly polished stainless steel inner core making it 
ideal for threading monofilament and braided lines without the difficulties 
you face with normal tubing. It has an internal core diameter of 0.50mm 
making it suitable for monofilament lines up to 20lb (depending on 

Reviews
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manufacturer and diameter) 

The Braided outer takes on the water and sediment from the lake bed 
helping to not only camouflage the tubing but to add additional weight 
concealing it into the lake substrate ensuring the fish doesn’t come in 
contact with it allowing them to feed in the area for longer increasing your 
chances of a pick up. Combined with the stainless inner core it makes 
the tubing very heavy and in comparison to leadcore weighs significantly 

more and is also much suppler.
Please note the above table shows results for a tank test and not out in 
the lake. The weights would increase due to the braid taken on sediment.
Available in Black/Brown, Black/Green or Sandy/Gravel in 5 x 600mm and 
3 x 1m lengths and manufactured in the UK.
I’m sure you are reading this thinking its all well and good talking about 
the product, but does it help catch fish? You decide here are my results 
from February 2016 to August 2018 over 88 nights (880 hours) 
12 x doubles, 14 x 20lb-29lb, 10 x 30lb- 38lb and 8 x 43lb -45lb
See you on the bank sometime (kettles always on)
Mike

Rig Marole
FINELY TUNED TACKLE

 Marole Marole
Rig Marole Header 710mm x 310mm.indd   1 30/04/2015   16:27:46
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Rig Marole
FINELY TUNED TACKLE

 Marole Marole
Rig Marole Header 710mm x 310mm.indd   1 30/04/2015   16:27:46



Event Overview:  
We enter our 4th year at the Midlands Carp Champs 2019, year on year 
the event has grown but we have decided again to keep the format of 
the events this year the same as previous with 2 x 10 Peg qualification 
rounds where the top 5 pegs - decided by overall weight of carp caught in 
48 hours will then go in to a 10 Peg Final, the events can be fished as a 
pair or single you simply purchase a ticket and the option is yours. 

Throughout 2019 we have decided that we would give what we can back 
to the sport so we are supporting Rob Hughes and Carp Team England 
with this each ticket sold has a £5 admin fee attached and these fees 
will be given directly to Carp Team England – Rob has informed us that 
these funds will go towards supporting the England Ladies Team in the 
forthcoming World Cup in France.  We believe this is a fantastic direction 
the sport and the team are taking and we wish them the very best of luck 
in their efforts. 

We are delighted and honoured to have been given access through 
the night to this magical day only water and we thank the Ranger team 
for allowing us to host both qualifying rounds and the Final of the 2019 
Midlands Carp Champs back at what we believe is the best carp day 
ticket lake in the Midlands – Kingsbury Water Parks - Pine Pool.

The 2019 event we have again tried to keep the cost of entry to a 
minimum whist still being able to offer competitive prize money, vouchers, 
trophies and complimentary leads that are provided by our fantastic 
sponsors – this year we thank and welcome on board JMC Tackle who 
have provided vouchers for the winning pair and Chameleon Leads (Alan 
Scholes) who has continued to support the events in the past couple of 
years.



131

Venue Overview: 
• Size of Lake 7.52 Acres
• Type of Lake - Day Ticket – No Open Access Night Fishing
• Ticket Cost £5 per day (2 Rods, 2 x day tickets required for 3 rod 
use)
• Fish Stock Good stock of doubles and 20s
• Biggest Fish 30lb+
• Features:  Islands, gravel spots, bays, weed, reeds, shallow area
The water parks extensive fishery management plan over the past 2 
years has seen the stock grow impressively and they have added a 
number of home grown carp into the water in 2018 that have settled in 
well and have made great additions to an already impressive stock of 
carp.
You can find us on Facebook “Midlands Carp Champs”  Follow us for all 
the latest news, updates and live footage from the 2019 events.

Midlands Carp Champs
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Anglers and Cleaner Coast partners join forces to recycle 
fishing lines.

The Anglers National Line Recycling Scheme (ANLRS), Torbay Cleaner 
Coast Initiative (TCCI) and Odyssey Innovation Ltd have formed a 
working partnership to expand the opportunity for the recycling of 
redundant and lost recreational fishing line in the South West of England. 
With a growing number of initiatives recovering lost fishing nets and 
angling lines around the coast there was no formal way of disposing of 
the material other than landfill. Recycling of nylon fishing lines and netting 
is now viable and in the last 11 months, the ANLRS has established 
over 200 recycling points in tackle shops and fisheries nationwide for 
redundant fishing line to be collected for recycling. 



In a logical step, the groups are working together so that the TCCI has 
a route for the nylon it recovers to be recycled properly via the recycling 
scheme. At one popular fishing site, Hopes Nose in Torquay, the TCCI 
have recovered several ton sacks of lost monofilament fishing line, 
and associated tackle, using divers. This has accumulated over many 
decades and had created a tangled mat on the sea floor, which posed 
obvious threats to marine wildlife as well as meaning anglers lost tackle 
more frequently and escalating the problem.  The TCCI are now working 
on preventive solutions for Hopes Nose through awareness, possible 
change in angling techniques, alternative gear and now recycling. 

The recovered line is collected by Odyssey Innovations and then shipped 
to Plastix, in Denmark, that specialise in recycling fishing nets and the 
resulting material can be used for making a wide variety of items such 
as wetsuits, sunglass frames and even traffic cones., Indeed, Odyssey 
Innovations Ltd is now using the resultant material, from Plastix, in the 
manufacture of their marine plastic recycled kayaks, which are being used 
to clean up ocean plastic including fishing gear, from the inaccessible 
parts of our coastlines. 

Through other collaborations like this one Odyssey Innovation Ltd has 
recycled over 50 tonnes of ocean plastic over the past couple of years 
with an ever-increasing capacity. Earlier this year the company ran a trial 
in Brixham with the local Harbour, and the TCCI, to recycle ghost and 
end-of-life fishing nets. 

Odyssey Innovation Ltd director Rob Thompson said: “it’s a pleasure to 
be collaborating with such enthusiastic likeminded people, all dedicated to 
keeping plastic out of our seas and getting it recycled”

Viv Shears, one of the ANLRS volunteers, said “We are delighted to 
be working with the TCCI and Odyssey Innovations on this. Removing 
plastics in any form from our coastal waters and beaches is vital. Anglers



enjoy our coasts along with millions of others and we all have a role to 
play in removing waste plastics that our activities create whether that be 
as a tourist or an angler” 

Jan Pritchard, sub group leader of the Torbay Cleaner Coasts Initiative 
commented “we are proud of this new partnership and have started 
reaching out to the local angling community and businesses to get them 
engaged in the recycling scheme, along with the cleaner coast initiative 
and it’s already being met with great enthusiasm.”  

ANLRS

A non-profit, donation funded, volunteer lead organisation that is 
encouraging anglers of all disciplines to recycle their monofilament, fly 
and braided lines rather than being discarded in landfill or incineration. 
Contact Details

Website  www.anglers-nlrs.co.uk    Facebook Page  www.facebook.com/
AnglersLineRecycling/

Email: anglersnlrs@gmail.com    Tel    Viv Shears 07843 306661   / 
Steven Tapp 07710 186476

Torbay Cleaner Coasts Initiative

Torbay Cleaner Coast Initiative are a group of organisations that have 
all previously been involved in marine conservation and voluntary 
projects. They share a common vision to work collectively to improve 
the marine and coastal environment within Torbay. The key objectives 
are to prevent and reduce marine litter pollution in Torbay and its impact 
on marine organisms, habitats, public health and safety and reduce the 
socioeconomic costs it causes.
Contact Details

Press Enquiries - Duncan Kenny duncankenny@live.com 
Sub group leader - Jan.pritchard1124@gmail.com
Website  http://www.tcci.org.uk/    Facebook   http://www.tcci.org.uk/    
Email  link on website

http://www.anglers-nlrs.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/AnglersLineRecycling/ 
http://www.facebook.com/AnglersLineRecycling/ 
http://www.facebook.com/AnglersLineRecycling/ 
mailto:anglersnlrs@gmail.com
mailto:duncankenny@live.com
mailto:Jan.pritchard1124@gmail.com
http://www.tcci.org.uk/
 http://www.tcci.org.uk/ 


ODYSESSY INNOVATIONS LTD

Odyssey Innovation was born out of a passion to rid the seas of plastic 
pollution by founder Rob Thompson. The company takes recycled marine 
plastics collected during clean-up operations and creates kayaks and 
other products. In addition, they collect end of life commercial fishing nets 
and facilitate these being recycled.

Contact  Details

Web site www.odysseyinnovation.com   Email rob@odysseyinnovation.
com

Facebook  www.facebook.com/odysseyinnovation/  Tel:  Rob Thompson  
07766 174666

http://www.odysseyinnovation.com
mailto:rob@odysseyinnovation.com
mailto:rob@odysseyinnovation.com
http://www.facebook.com/odysseyinnovation/
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Matt Eade reports in with an 
amazing days fishing when he 

had himself a real red letter 
day recently when he landed 
some fantastic carp weighing 

in at 22lb, 28lb, 32lb and 
topped off with this fantastic 

42lb mirror. Matt credits 
his captures to location, 

precise baiting perfect rig 
presentation using the Taska 

tungsten range.

Monthly 
Catch Report 

WINNER

Monthly 
Catch Report 

WINNER



          
Vader Baits 

A very successful growing bait company based in and around Dorset.

Matt started rolling his own bait 3 years ago for himself and a couple of close 
friends. Success soon caught the eyes of other friends and anglers on the 
bank slowly leading to form a cracking team of 20 anglers all of which have 
had outstanding results within the UK and Europe!

Vader Baits is only made using the finest of fresh ingredients. Each bait is 
made to quality and perfection. Mass produce was not an option as this meant 
there was no compromise in the fresh ingredients we use.

We hold team social events throughout the year on some stunning waters 
mainly in the South West of England. We also have European social events 
which take place every 2 years on the team calendar.

Vader Baits is not publicly sold. This is great for the team as the exclusivity 
gives them a great edge!
There is an opportunity to become a member very soon as Vader Baits are 
looking to expand the team to around 30 anglers if this is something you feel 
you would like to become a part of please get in touch.

We hope to see you all on the bank sometime!

Vader Baits
Competition time!!! To be in with a chance to win the following 
bait package from Vader Baits simply answer the following:-

Q) Who started rolling Vader Baits 3 years ago?
A) Matt
B) Jeff 
C) Rod

Email your answers to 
brian.dixon@talkingcarp.co.uk 

3kg 14mm SaTaN boilie
1 x pot of SaTaN pop ups 
1 x 250ml SaTaN glug 
1kg of SaTaN micro pellet 
And a SaTaN boilie enhancer!!

mailto:brian.dixon@talkingcarp.co.uk 


          

Team member Carl managed to get out this weekend to a local specimen 
lake with high hopes of a few fish as the weather was starting to look 
better.
He arrived Friday morning at 9am to a nearly empty lake with only two 
other angles fishing it. 
It started off slow with nothing for the first day but eventually at 1:15pm 
Saturday afternoon his rod screamed off with a lovely common at 14lb 
6oz falling to a pre-enhanced black fudge boilie on the end, fished with a 
small PVA mesh stocking of black fudge micro pellet and crushed boilie 
with 4 boilies inside and a couple freebies scattered over the spot. 
Nothing more that day but he was woken up at 4:30 am Sunday morning 
to a belting run. Hooked into the fish which felt like a decent carp and 
had a 10min fight with it till it managed to unfortunately spit the hook, he 
re casted his rod back on the spot then back of to bed. Sunday morning 
another lovely 17lb 11oz common falling for a 12mm SaTaN pop-up! 
Great catches Carl



          

Team mates Matt and Luke went out for a 24hrs session over the 
weekend!! As soon as they arrived in their swim, they had the wind in 
their favour and witnessed a crash while setting up! Signs were good!! 
Luke Donald Hargrave choose to use an 18mm grafter boilie topped with 
a piece of corn inside a small solid bag filled with boilie crumb, matching 
2mm pellet and grafter enhancer on his left hand rod .It had only been 
on the spot less than an hour when off the rod took and after a good 
battle with a stunning common he banked his new pb of 26lb some great 
angling and well done Luke ! 
Matt fishing similar tactics had to wait until dark for his chance! Using 
(testing) the new 14mm blackfudge boilie he stuck false maggot to the 
boilie that had a false corn topper on and used a small solid bag with a 
mix of boilie crumb live maggot and 2mm black fudge pellet  + enhancer !
Just before 10pm his rod screams off and is grateful to see the net slide 
under this lovely 28lb+ mirror ! Awesome angling matt great way to open 
your 2019 account!!!!



          

Team member Richard headed to his local water on Friday evening for 
a 12 hour overnight session. With no luck in the recent weeks due to 
netting and a couple frosts he was hoping that the fish had turned back 
on. Setting out with a black fudge single in a pva bag of Grafter micro 
pellet and the other rod with a Grafter single and a pva bag of Grafter 
micro pellet he got to work. Shortly after the Grafter rod went into action 
resulting in a dropped run. Resetting the rod using the exact same 
method it sprung into life again resulting in a low double mirror being 
landed. The decision was made to switch both rods onto the Grafter and 
headed for bed. Thought the night the alarms sounded again resulting in 
a mirror this time the scales going 21lb 2oz. Set the rods again and back 
to sleep to be woken early hours of the morning to a screamer Richard 
had to really battle with this one from going around the island and fight 
hard to keep it out the reeds finally with it in the net the third mirror of 
the night and this one going 28lb 9oz the biggest fish that Richard has 
landed from his lake so far great angling Richard keep up the good work!



          

Team member Ross headed Todber Manor for a 48 hour 
session using SaTaN boilie crumb and a yellow 12mm Tutti 

frutti Tuna pop up in a solid bag presentation he managed to 
bag himself a named fish ‘The Rhino’ from the lake weighing 

in at 30lb 2oz great angling Ross keep up the good work!



            VADER

BAITS 
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WWW.PBPRODUCTSUK.CO.UK

 available in highly 

visual colours

 creates the

perfect aligner

 keeps the bait

tight to the hook

 unique shrimp design

p024_TC_03_PB Advert.indd   1 09/02/2018   13:51

WWW.PBPRODUCTSUK.CO.UK

COMFORT RANGE
ALL PRODUCTS FITTED WITH 
ERGONOMICALY DESIGNED 

SOFT-TOUCH HANDLES. 

RANGE INCLUDES:
 BAITLIP, ALLROUND AND 

STRINGER NEEDLES
 STRIPPER TOOL

 KNOT PULLER TOOL
 SPLICING THREADER

GLOW IN THE DARK RANGE
ALL PRODUCTS FITTED WITH

 NIGHT-GLOW HANDLES. 

RANGE INCLUDES:
 HARDENED STEEL BAIT DRILL 

 ULTRA-FINE GATED SPLICING NEEDLE 
 ROBUST STEEL SHAFT EXTRA STRONG 

ALL-ROUND NEEDLE 
 SUPER-STRONG GATED BAITLIP NEEDLE 

 ELONGATED GATE-LATCH STRINGER NEEDLE  

p004_TC_08_PB Advert.indd   1 02/07/2018   17:57
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WWW.PBPRODUCTSUK.CO.UK

downforce tungsten range 
 Keep your end tackle 

concealed 

 Weed and silt colour 
variations available  

 Maximum weight, minimum fuss 

 Extensive range of 
terminal components

p004_TC_05_PB Advert.indd   1 06/04/2018   11:04
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downforce tungsten range 
 Keep your end tackle 

concealed 

 Weed and silt colour 
variations available  

 Maximum weight, minimum fuss 

 Extensive range of 
terminal components
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WWW.PBPRODUCTSUK.CO.UK

 Superior 

coated rig 

material

 Fast-sinking 

and flexible

 Easy to strip

 15lb, 25lb, 

35lb   Gravel, 

Weed and Silt

 Thousands of 

carp captures 

across Europe 

and the UK
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Wyreside Fisheries

www.wyresidelakes.co.uk

• First Ever WYRESIDE DOUBLES MATCH in AID OF EVERY LIFE COUNTS – Donated 
£500
• Every life counts is a charity for dogs that are rescued from romanina and bought over to 
the UK for rehoming. One of the latest stories that touched us espically was a dog named Lucy.
• Lucy’s 4 years of life has been full of pain and abuse. Her ears cruelly cut off , used as a 
money making ‘object’, bred from, time and time again, litters removed and sold, until her poor 
body could take no more and her reproductive organs literally disintegrated. No longer of any 
use, she was thrown out in -15 degree temperatures and left to die.
• 15TH – 17TH March 2019 – we held the our first ever Wyreside Open Doubles Match with 
28 pairs spread over Foxes, Bantons, Sunny side 1 and Sunny side 2 
• Well this week we have had it all with Storm Gary at the beginning of the week and Storm 
Hannah towards the end of the week, with savage winds and torrential rain.
• 32 fishing being landed.
• First place prize - £700 and 2 winter tickets
• Second place - £350 
• Third place - £200
• Biggest Fish – “The Pretty One” at a healthy 32lbs.
• On Wyre Lake has been the first 35lb+ out this year with the name of SPIKE 
• 27lb fully scaled mirror shortly after loosing one
• 21lb mirror just before first light
All three fish were caught with a small scattering of boilies.

sam and 
josh airey 

pretty 
one32lbs

Mark 
Bowden 
24lb12oz 

Mirror Wyre

liam 
greenall 

spikes fish 
36lb

Howard 
25lb Wyre

liam 
greenall 

27lb wyre 

god and 
jesus
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Wyreside Fisheries
• First Ever WYRESIDE DOUBLES MATCH in AID OF EVERY LIFE COUNTS – Donated 
£500
• Every life counts is a charity for dogs that are rescued from romanina and bought over to 
the UK for rehoming. One of the latest stories that touched us espically was a dog named Lucy.
• Lucy’s 4 years of life has been full of pain and abuse. Her ears cruelly cut off , used as a 
money making ‘object’, bred from, time and time again, litters removed and sold, until her poor 
body could take no more and her reproductive organs literally disintegrated. No longer of any 
use, she was thrown out in -15 degree temperatures and left to die.
• 15TH – 17TH March 2019 – we held the our first ever Wyreside Open Doubles Match with 
28 pairs spread over Foxes, Bantons, Sunny side 1 and Sunny side 2 
• Well this week we have had it all with Storm Gary at the beginning of the week and Storm 
Hannah towards the end of the week, with savage winds and torrential rain.
• 32 fishing being landed.
• First place prize - £700 and 2 winter tickets
• Second place - £350 
• Third place - £200
• Biggest Fish – “The Pretty One” at a healthy 32lbs.
• On Wyre Lake has been the first 35lb+ out this year with the name of SPIKE 
• 27lb fully scaled mirror shortly after loosing one
• 21lb mirror just before first light
All three fish were caught with a small scattering of boilies.

01524 792093

josh morris 
double

Jack 
Smallman 

26lb 
sunnyside 2

Howard 
25lbs Wyre

Callum Reid 
Snozza - 27lb 

Bantons

god and 
jesus
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Catch Reports

Anthony 
needs 23lb 

mirror

Dave 
Flounders 

22lb 8oz from 
pit

Darren ned 
Joce 26lb 6oz

Georgina 
Bowen 28lb 
4oz leather

Darren ned 
Joce 27lb 

mirror

Jac Bennett 
18lb mirror

Dan Smith 
22lb 8oz 

common 6a

Graeme 
andrews with 

frosty 32lb 
2oz

Graeme 
Andrews 21lb 

mirror

Mr Tuts 33lb 
1oz Leon 
Aubrey
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Stuart little 
11lb common

Tyrone smith 
‘hercules’ 33lb

tyrone smith 
29lb 2oz

Jonathan 
Daniels 37lb 
8oz warrior

Justin Davies 
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Jake Sanderson with a Brooms Cross 
lump, The Bullet just shy of 30 at 29lb 

14oz from Upper Alt..

Louis Lyon with a brand new 20 for Upper 
Alt at 23lb on the nose.

Ste Charnock 
with his 
new P.B  
Shoulders at 
30lb 4oz 

Will Carol 
smashed 

his P.B with 
Shoulders at 

30lb 4oz.



Ryan Taylor with a stunning 19lb 12oz from 
Upper Alt

Rich Hall with Courteys Fish, smashing 
through the 30lb barrier and coming in at 

32lb 6oz. 
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Dave Tozer had a day 
session on Pilsworth 
res trying to break his 

zig curse he appears to 
have…  when nothing 
was forthcoming on 
zigs, Dave switched 
over at around 5 pm 
to size 8 viper tackle 
curve on a Ronnie rig  
balanced with a 12mm 
white banoffee popup 
perfectly and resulted 
in the downfall of this 

beast.

Your Name: Dean 
Brandreth 
type of fish and weight 
16lb 5oz common carp
Location of catch 
Cheshire club lake
Info about the catch Dean 
had been out of fishing for 
years to sort his career
Then decided to get back into 
it
He has started going with his 
dad again and caught his first 
2019 carp
The weekend was going to be 
a blank, until he was packing 
up and his left rod ripped 
off and netted a 16lb 5oz 
common carp to save a blank
It fell to Spotted Fin pineapple 
pop up on the bottom on a 
d-rig
Plus with Taska Baseline end 
tackle. 

Catch Reports
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Your Name: Dominic Jennings 
type of fish and weight Common carp 25lb 3oz
Location of catch Wintons fishery Burgess Hill 
Info about the catch Done a quick night fish seeing that the 
pressure was dropping.

Didn’t take the bivvy as doing a quick night, the wind and the rain 
didn’t get the better of me, I sat up all night and saw a fishing roll 
about 3am so cast on to it and at 4:30am my alarm single toned.

The common called my angry put up a brilliant fight after picking 
up my single bottom with 2 freebies around it.
Mainline cell boilie 

Catch Reports



Had a great weekend on club 
lake had a 11 fish haul caught 
on a viper size 6 curve Shank 

slip d style with 14mm link 
popups. Darrell.

Well what a way to start when joining a new team… new member 
to the Taska Team Mike Jones wasted no time in getting some fish 

under his belt with these two stunning dark mirrors. Well done 
Mike.



Well what a way to start when joining a new team… new member 
to the Taska Team Mike Jones wasted no time in getting some fish 

under his belt with these two stunning dark mirrors. Well done 
Mike.

Your Name: Scott Ordish
type of fish and weight Carp 34lb
Location of catch Loveclough
Info about the catch On arrival the wind was 
high with a strong gust, around 24mph. Mixed 
warm and cold.

All three rods in position traps set, watching 
the water looking for signs of showing fish with 
no avail, two things they were either going to 
be following this wind or getting behind it... 
anyway eyes peeled on the lake still no shows 
or any signs, light was just starting to fall, 
had the lines extremely tight bobbing almost 
touching the alarms. Around 19.30 the bobbing 
on the middle rod slammed down to the floor, 
mega drop back.

Struck into this fish, felt heavy. Nerves going... 
plodding... rod tip just slowly bending over (you 
just know you have a decent fish) got under the 
rod tip the scary heart in mouth moment, fish 
was just bedding down... giving the fish line, 
eventually he gave up. Slipped him over the 
net. 34lb new pb common. 
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Your Name: Karl Brandreth 
type of fish and weight Common carp 22lb 8oz
Location of catch Cheshire club lake
Info about the catch I had been there for three days 
and was packing up to go home, it was looking like a 
blank for me and my son Dean
But Dean’s Rod burst in to life and had netted a 16 lber 
which saved him a blank.
Then an hour later my left rod went into melt down
And I netted this pristine common at 22lb 8oz And 
saved me blank
My carp fell to Spotted Fin Smokey Jack & pineapple 
snowman With Taska Baseline end tackle

Team Taska member 
Ryan Hoare has been 

itching to get back 
on the bank after 
breaking his foot, 
and he returned in 

fine style on Monks 
Pit, banking 7 fish 
including this 30lb 
common and 41lb 

2oz mirror
Taska Baseline 

products pinning 
his rig for perfect 

presentation!  

Catch Reports
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Catch Reports

Your Name: 
Anthony Doran
type of fish and weight 
Catfish
Location of catch 
Sefton park, Liverpool 
Info about the catch 
Team X Stream 
member Anthony 
Doran landed this nice 
20lb Common after a 
rude awaking from his 
alarms, it was a good 
night for the Doran 
brothers, well done 
men. That is park life..

Your Name: Chris 
Fell
type of fish and weight 
Mirror carp
Location of catch 
Sefton park, Liverpool 
Info about the catch 
Team X Stream 
member Chris Fell, 
enjoying his 1st 
session of the year 
after a 6 months 
family break from 
fishing in the cold 
winter, he came 
back today 1st day 
of spring and picked 
a good spot to catch 
this lovely park scaley 
Mirror carp.
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Your Name: 
James
type of fish and weight 
Mirror carp
Location of catch 
Sefton park, Liverpool 
Info about the catch 
Team X Stream 
member James with 
this lovely park warrior 
hooked on Tiger nut 
after a long fight. Park 
life

Your Name: 
Joseph Lee

type of fish 
and weight 
Common carp
Location of 
catch 
Stanley park 
Info about 
the catch 
Catch report 
by Team X 
Stream member Joseph Lee with this beauty park lake Common.     
16 lbs park lake common 12 hours into the session  well done 
mate top angling 

Catch Reports
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Your Name: 
Josh Doran
type of fish and 
weight Catfish
Location of 
catch Sefton 
park, Liverpool 
Info about the catch 
Team X Stream 
member Josh 
Doran landed this 
beauty after a slow 
start the alarms 
started ring and 
after a nice fight, 
he was surprised to 
this beast 

Your Name: Lewis
type of fish and weight 
Common carp
Location of catch 
Sefton park, Liverpool 
Info about the catch 
Catch report  Team X 
Stream member Lewis 
with this beast of a 
Common Carp on this 
time fishing a new water, 
well done mate, top 
angling 

Catch Reports
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Your Name: Alex Miljus
type of fish and weight 
Mirror Carp 31lb 1oz
Location of catch 
Linear, B1
Info about the catch I’ve been 
fishing 3 years and carp fishing 
since June 2018. Is set myself 
a goal this year to get a 20 
lber. I couldn’t believe it when I 
landed this one!! Thankfully my 
great friend Matthew Cudworth 
who’s been mentoring me, 
and Mark Steer as the fish 
had a rig tied round it’s bottom 
lip and there’s no way I could 
have taken the pictures on my 
own. It was caught on Sunday 
morning after Storm Erik, 
caught on a single IB wafter. Your Name: Christopher 

Morrell
type of fish and weight 
18lb 9 oz
Location of catch 
Woodland Waters, Lincs
Info about the catch 
First carp trip of the year 
and this was the biggest 
of 3 carp. Caught on 
Xcel baits KSC/washed 
out pink KSC popup 
snowman hookbait over 
KSC soaked in CSL 
liquid.

Catch Reports



Citrus Blend Syrup
A completely versatile PVA friendly 
syrup loaded with citrus extracts and 
organic acids developed to supply 
an easy to use tool for enhancing a 
multitude of baits. Due to its naturally 
dense consistency and water soluble 
ingredients it will disperse through the 
layers starting from the bottom up.
Available in 500ml bottles
RRP £7.99

Citrus Blend Boilies
Bringing a new concept to high 
attract baits. Due to the inclusion of 
soluble low-range PH ingredients the 
Citrus Blend changes the surrounding 
waters PH level which mimics natural 
food signals. The ultimate bait for 
instant results no matter the water 
temperature.
Available in 1kg resealable bags – 
14mm/18mm
RRP £8.99

Pink Fruit Syrup
This remarkably dense viscous liquid 
has the ability to instantly heighten the 
attractive properties of any bait it is 
added to. Creating a stimulating glaze 
that will instantly disperse through the 
water layers from the bottom up. An 
impressive blend of soluble liquid fruit 
tinctures and powdered enhancers 
it will work effectively in any water 
temperature.
Available in 500ml bottles
RRP £7.99



Pink Fruit Pop-Ups
These ultra-buoyant pop-ups boast 
a distinctively smooth fruity aroma 
due the complex fusion of liquid fruit 
tinctures and powdered enhancers. 
Using a superior buoyancy aid 
and food based ingredients they 
will remain popped up indefinitely 
continuously leaking soluble feed 
triggers.
Available in 200ml tubs – 14mm/18mm
RRP £4.99

Sweet Stim Syrup
This extremely dense PVA syrup 
has been specifically formulated to 
provide a universal tool to enhance 
the attractive properties of any bait 
it is added to. Packed full of natural 
sugars and specific soluble stimulants 
it instantly releases feed inducing 
triggers.
Available in 500ml bottles
RRP £7.99

Sweet Stim Stickmix
An extremely versatile ready-to-use 
stickmix manufactured from a revolutionary 
formulation of natural sugars and specific 
stimulants. Due to a mixture of liquid and 
powdered enhancers it has a distinctive 
texture that is easily compressed but will 
still break down quickly releasing a bed of 
food sized particles to trigger and sustain 
feeding.
Available in 1kg resealable bags
RRP £5.99
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Please send your articles and catch reports 
by the 28th April 2019 for next months 

magazine
brian.dixon@talking carp.co.uk

buggy@talkingcarp.co.uk
dave@talkingcarp.co.uk

The Carp magazine
 for Carp anglers written by 

YOU !!!!!!!

‘The Talking Carp Team’

Brian Dixon
Mark Faulkner

Dave Harnick Snr

Thankyou for reading and your 
continued support




